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BRITISH MEDICAL ASSOCIATION.
SUBSCRIPTIONS FOR 1887.

SUBSCRIPTIONS to the Association for 1887 became due on January
1st. Members of Branches are requested to pay the same to their
respective Secretaries. Members of the Association not belonging
to Branches are requested to forward their remittances to the
General Secretary, 429, Strand, London. Post-office orders
should be made payable at the West Central District Office, High
Holborn.
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SATURDAY OCTOBER 15th, 1887.

ALBUMINURIA IN THE SICK AND HEALTHY.
THE discovery of albuminuria, and its subsequent identification by
Bright as a symptom of renal inflamation, had, as often happens
under analogous circumstances, an application so immediate and
direct in the management and treatment of disease as for the time to
becalm us in our onward progress, and temporarily to still any thought
of closer, investigation concerning its full meaning. By and bye, be-
coming familiar with the fact, we have had time to sound its depths,
and now the association of albuminous urine and Bright's disease has
even come to seem a somewhat rude one, the symptom being possibly
capable of more subtle analysis than the making it the equivalent ex-
pression for one particular malady would imply. Recent ,work has
fully recognised this, and we are now attempting in earnest to define
the whole meaning of albuminuria, aud Dr. Grainger Stewart's paper;
placed before our readers to-day leads us to attempt to gauge the
progress made.

It might well be said -that the discoverer of albumen in the urin-
merits the ascription of genius, since his finished work, so to speak,
antedated the natural birth of that work, and albuminuria has
hitherto owned no infancy and no childhood. It is quite lately that
any determined effort has been made to resolve it into its proximate
phases., These efforts have taken, as it was to be expected that they
should, the two distinct lines of quantitative and qualitative analysis
Some have set themselves to obtain a test for albumen which should
be so delicate as to render visible what was before without our range
of recognition; others by tests which might single out extractives,
peptones, and the various forms of albumen, have hoped in this way
to be able to detect the earliest departures, which ultimately reach
the now familiar goal of albuminuria and organic disease. To antici-
pate the conclusion, it may almost be said that, as it stands at pre-
sent, the difficulties of the subject are comparable to those that appear
to limit the application of electricity to -illhmination, which promis-s
abundantly in the immediate future, but yet is slow in allowing itself to
be adapted to a full service. It is thus with the beginning of albu-
rninuria; if anymne doubt it, he can find plenty of evidence of the
truth of the assertion in any of the material relating to this matter
that has been published in the last few years. Professor Grainger
Stewart, for instance, has given his attention to this subject for some
time, and his results are embodied in part in a communication to the
Royal Society of Edinburgh on the discharge of albumen from-the
kidneys of healthy people, in part in our present issue. The incidence
of atbutinltria in health formed the first part-of Dr. Stewart's labour,

and is to be looked upon in the light of a control research to those of
several preceding investigatorg. It is' highly suggestive, but
definite conclusion appears ttill oit of reach, save it be in
the first question- propounded, "Is Poser right in saying that
albumen is present in every urine." To this a provisional
answer is given that if present at all in normal urine it is
in such extremely minute amount as to be barely discernible or tot
discernible at all with the most delicate tests, even after considerable
concentration. We should not be inclined to admit any want of re-

liability in this conclusion, unless the question at issue is confined to
a curiosity of physiological chemistry; for although few can claim to

have exercised such elaborate care as was no doubt the case

in these researches, a large body 'of workers are daily making
observatibns of a sufficiently careful nature at the bedside, in the con-
sulting room, at insurance offices, and so on, with nitric and picric
acids, and the other more delicate reagents, a result which must surely
suffice to set this question at rest for all practical purposes. There is,
-however, one fact evident which may possibly render this argument
in support invalid. It is that so large a number of urines are
described by Dr. Grainger Stewart as albuminous which only gave
the reaction with picric acid. But, in the clinical practice of the
wards of our hospitals and consulting rooms, when picric acid or
ferrocyanide of potassium makes the presence of albumen visible, it-is
-decidedly rare to find that cold nitric acid, carefully applied, gives xo

sign. Few can, we think, be familiar with anything like such a result as

that obtained by Dr. Grainger Stewart, where of 407 urines examined,
66 gave the nitric acid reaction, and 63 only that with picric adid.
Possibly concentration in the one series and not in the other might ac-

count for a discrepancy of this kind. The proportion of albuminous
'&fiies found in presumably healthy people is 30.7 per cent.

But this result is derived from subjects who, although embracing all
ages and occupations, can hardly be called an average sample of the
population; half the number were soldiers, forty were at orabove 60, and
forty were ehildrefi. Such investigations as these are difficult to make,
both as regards the time they take and the material for observation,
and we may be thankful for the labour given and the results
thus far put before us, but the results would be more conclusive' if
they were obtained for separate periods of life, namely, under 20,
'from 20 t6 40, 40 to 60, and 60 to 80. Forty children and forty old
people are not enough to base final conclusions upon. Several interest-
ing questions are broached, such as the effect of diet and particular
meals upon the passage of albumen; the effect of exercise; the effect
of occupation-such as blowing a wind instrument-but the want
of sufficient material forbids a definite conclusion.

In his second paper Dr. Stewart takes up the incidence of albu-
minuria among the sick. Here again we see a demonstration, how
little progress has as yet been made in analysing for etiological pur-
pose the symptom of albuminuria. The table where the symptom
-is relegated to its probable cause is that to which we turn as of highest
import to the practising physician. Of 150 consecutive cases of illness,
36 had albumen in the urine. Most of them by far come, as might
be expected, under the familiar headings of Bright's disease, pyrexia,
and vascular disturbances. But there are other categories which to the
clinical investigator are more full of promise; these are alimentary,
nervous, and functional, altogether embracing nine cases, divided te-
tween the first and last, as the nervous group division is empty. Of the
albuminurla referred to disease, whether functional or structural, of the
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digestive tract, little is said. There are three cases, but of those
called functional some interesting notes are appended. May we sug-
gest, in passing, that the definition of a functional albuminuria,
"where exercise or exertion, diet, exposure to cold, mental emotion,
and obscure psychic influences account for the symptom " is a some-
what lax one? Several of these are surely prominent factors in the
initiation of nephritis.

Following up the tables, it is again instructive in several ways to com-
pare Table II, which deals with private cases, with those which take
account of in-patients and out-patients, children, etc. It is
curious that functional albuminuria is in these last unrepre-
sented. This functional group is a most important one in the
endeavour to get at the real meaning of albuminuria as a
symptom. We find that no fewer than four of the six in
Table II are referred in an explanatory note to a new category not
mentioned in the tables, namely, that of simple persistent albumi-
nuria. On this heading we may hope that Professor Grainger
Stewart reserves for us- further information, not yet ripe for com-
munication.
Simple persistent albuminurias are not common, but they undoubt-

edly occur, and for a long time, at any rate, the patient shows no
evidence of ill-health, and the urine has no lack of the ordinary con-
stituents ofhealth ; but it is questionable whether the absence of general
sylnptoms will alone justify a diagnosis of some functional disturb-
ance only. Some of these cases ultimately die of apoplexy, some get
well; and, on the other hand, some cases of indisputable nephritis
have the same want of evident illness; indisputable nephritis will
also sometimes almost suddenly disappear. On the one hand and on
the other, then, there is still much doubt about the real nature of
these cases; and when we consider that the kidney is an organ prone
to disease of irregular distribution, prone to have stones lodging in'
this part or in that, prone to infarztions which initiate chronic
inflammatory and atrophic changes, there is indeed in the existence
ofpersistent albuminuria but little in confirmation of its functional
nature.
The last table shows the incidence of peptonuria, and deals with a

large and apparently representative number of cases (565). Thirty-
seven of these gave the peptone reaction, but again our persistent diffi-
culty crops up; nearly all of them gave the albumen reaction as well.
The chief exception is not without interest. This was a group of cases
in children-one of meningitis, one of infantile paralysis, one of pneu-
monia, and one of uncertain nature-four cases, in only one of which
there was distinct evidence of albumen. We believe it to be the case
that uncomplicated peptonuria, though rare at all times, is less so in
childhood than in adult age.
Of cyclic albuminuria, and other forms, about which there has of

late been some discussion, only one case is mentioned; and of'
these, as of peptonuria, it' is becoming increasingly clear that they
are little more than physiological curiosities, and are incapable, at
present, of affording much information upon the natural history of;
renal disease and albuminuria. Thus it is to be feared that although
the minute investigation now so usefully concentrated on the urine will
occasionally allow of the differentiation of a particular case as one of
the varieties that have been mentioned, and not of the albuminuria
indicative of structural change in the kidney, nevertheless it may,
be doubted whether the cases are of sufficient frequency materially
to extend our knowledge in this direction for sorwe time yet to come.

SACCHARIN.
AmONG the most remarkable of all the marvellous products of the
coal-tar industry, as Sir Henry Roscoe has observed, may be ranked
the body to which the name of saccharin has been given; This new
sweet compound was originally named anhydro-ortho-sulphamine
benzoic acid-a ponderous appellation truly, and one to be avoided for
trade purposes at any rate; but, at the same time, we do not think
the name saccharin, although in some respects appropriate, should
have been applied to this body, as the same term has been in use
since 1880, to designate the carbohydrate originally discovered by
Peligot amongst the products of the action of lime on glucose or
levulose.

There is no doubt as to the great value of the discovery of this
coal-tar toluene product; but while not grudging Dr. Fahlberg the
well-merited reward of his arduous labours and his brilliant discovery,
still we think the statement that saccharin was discovered by him
needs some notification ; for, according to Remsen, the able Professor
of Chemistry in the John Hopkins University, this substance came
to light in the course of an investigation undertaken and carried on
by Fahlberg, under his (Professor Remsen's) direction and superinten-
dence. The new body in question was, in fact, first described in
their conjoint paper in Vol. XII of the Berichte d. Deut. Chem.
Gesellschaft.
The manufacture of this saccharin, or benzoic sulfinide as it is

termed by Rensen, is now effected on a large scale, and a plentiful
supply of the toluene from which it is prepared is always to be had.
This toluene, or methyl benzene (C6H5CH3) is obtained in the
destructive distillation of coal, as in gas manufacture, being usually
-prepared by the fractional distillation of that portion of the ccal-tar
oil boiling at 1000-120' C. The pure toluene is treated with sulphuric
acid until completely dissolved, and the sulphonic acids thus obtained
converted in the usual way into their corresponding chlorides, which
in turn are changed into amides by treatment with ammonic carbo-
nate. The ortho-toluene sulphonic amide thus obtained, when oxi-
dised by means of potassic permanganate in presence of caustic soda,
yields sodium ortho-toluene, from which, on precipitation
with dilute mineral acid, benzoyl sulphuric imide, or saccharin

(C6H43 at once separates out. This new product is really
neither an acid nor an anhydride,, although, when an aqueous solution
is neutralised with metallic carbonates, salts are obtained. Salts are
also formed with the alkalies, which are very soluble, crystallising in
small needles, and having a sweet taste. When fused with
potash, it is easily converted into salicylic acid.

Saccharin forms a white crystalline powder, which fuses at a tem.
perature of 2000 C., when it undergoes partial decomposition, giving
off a characteristic odour; it is but slightly soluble in cold water,
somewhat more so in warm water, its solubility being, however,
greatly increased by the presence of alkalies or their carbonates.
Alcohol also furnishes a good solvent for saccharin, particularly 80
per cent. solutions, and it is likewise freely soluble in warm glycerine;
but its most characteristic property is certainly its sweetening power,
possessing nearly three hundred times that of cane sugar, for while
a solution of cane sugar loses its sweetness when diluted to 1 in 250, a
sweet taste is still perceptible in a watery solution of saccharin con-
taining 1 in 70,000.
As sugar is a carbo-hydrate, its solutions are liable .to undergo
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fermentation; but as saccharin is an aromatic derivation, it is not
liable to undergo this decomposition, and hence it may be freely
employed without the fear of destructive fermentation occurring.
But, besides this, as saccharin possesses considerable antiseptic
powers, its use in medicine may often be attended with advantage-
as, for example, in cases of alkaline fermentation of urine, upon

which it has been shown to exert a strongly retarding influence.
Stutzer, Aducco, and Mosso, from their experiments with this

body, agree in the belief that it is innocent, so far as the organism

is concerned; and Stutzer's experiments further show that its pre-

sence has no retarding influence on the digestion of either proteids or

hydrocarbons.
However administered, saccharin soon finds its way into the urine

unaltered, this fluid not being altered thereby. And, while producing
no injurious effect on the system, it is found to agree both with inva-

lids and healthy individuals, and no anxiety as to its effect upon the
health need be felt, even when taken for lengthened periods. As
much as thirty to eighty grains have been administered daily without
producing any injurious effect, even upon the appetite. Saccharin
may therefore be said to be neither a food nor a poison; but from its
peculiar properties it may often be employed therapeutically with
advantage. Thus, it may with benefit wholly or partially replace
sugar in the diet where the latter is contra-indicated, as in diabetes,
general obesity, torpid liver, marked gouty diathesis, chronic glandular
diseases of children, and in certain senile afnections, in which various
cystic and genito-urinary disorders occur. In two cases of dia-
betas in which we tried it we found its use attended with marked
benefit.
From half a grain to a grain and a half of saccharin will sweeten a

cup of tea or coffee. Small saccharin tablets, indeed, have been pre-

pared for this purpose, and these are now being supplied, it is said, to
the German army; for in a very small bottle of scarcely appreciable
weight a soldier can carry enough saccharin for a week's supply.
There is a wide field for the application of saccharin to the pro-

duction of sweetmeats and preserves, and in disguising the taste of
bitter and nauseous preparations, as well as in preserving the pro-

perties of others. But it must always be carefully borne in mind that
saccharin is to be regarded as a condiment, and not as a food like
sugar, and can therefore replace sugar only in exceptional caseq.

THE BACILLUS OF SCARLATINA.
THE report of the committee appointed by the Edinburgh Medico-
Chirurgical Society to investigate the organisms of scarlatina, although
not a final one, nevertheless contains some interesting facts. The most
important of these is the doubt expressed by the Committee as to
whether calves are at all susceptible to the s3arlatinal poison. In
conjunction with Professor MacFadyean they inj ected scarlatinal blood
into two calves, and fed a third with desquamated scales. All three

experiments gave negative results. This observation is an impor-
tant one, and it is to be hoped that the experiments on this subject
will be continued. For it will be remembered that the keystone of
Dr. Klein's research is the assumption that cattle can take scarlatina,
while both Dr. Klein and Mr. Edington lay some stress on the results of

the6inoculation of their organisms on calves. Mr. Edington inoculated

two calves, one of which died within twenty-four hours, and the other,
which was only one day old, recovered after a short illness, in which

the prominent symptoms were high temperature, inflamed- throat, and

redness of the skin, followed by desquamation. If the Committee
definitively show that cattle of every age are incapable of being affected
by the scarlatinal poison, the assumption on which Drs. Power and
Klein base their views falls to the ground, while the result of Mr.
Edington's experiment tells rather against than in favour of the idea
that his bacillus is the cause of human scarlatina.
A second point of importance is the statement that the micro-

organism described by Mr. Edington under the name of streptococcus
rubiginosus is morphologically identical with the streptococcus scarla-
tinae of Klein. According to Mr. Edington, this organism is not
present in the blood in the early stage of the disease, and its inocula-
tion into rabbits, guinea-pigs, and pigs gave negative results.
Whether, though morphologically identical with Dr. Klein's organisms,
it is really the same, has not yet been determined. In connection with
this microbe, the fact stated by Mr. Edington in his letter to the Com-
mittee is interesting, namely, that his brother drank a cultivation
of this organism thirty-six hours old, and made directly from
scarlatinal blood taken on the fourth day of the disease without
showing any bad result, although the streptocoocus rubiginosus was

found in his blood three days later, and although he had never had
scarlet fever.

It is also interesting to note that the results of the microscopical
examinations and cultivations made from the blood were by no means

constant. In ten cases of scarlet fever examined microscopically on

or before the third day, bacilli and micrococci together were found in
three cases, micrococci alone in tour, and no micro-organisms in the
remaining three. The results obtained by cultivation were very simi-
lar; in four out of nine cases bacilli and. micrococei appeared in the
culture material, in two micrococci alone, and in three the result was

negative.
The Committee also express their bslief that Mr. Edington's

bacillus scarlatinm is not identical with the bacillus recently found
by Dr. Smith in the skin, and supposed by him to be the same, nor

with the bacillus butyris, nor the bacillus subtilis, It is to be hoped
that the Committee will continue their investigations on this in-
teresting and important subject.

THE COMING MEETING AT THE COLLEGE OF
SURGEONS.

THEi attention of our readers may have been already attracted to a

notice bearing the signature of the Secretary of the College of Sar-
geons, which appeared in the forty-third page of the advertisement
columns of the JOURNAL, of October 1st. In this notice it was an-

nounced that a meeting of the Fellows and Members would be held
at the College on Thursday, November 3rd, for the purpose of re-
ceiving a Report, to be presented to them by the Council. The- Pre-
sident would take the chair at 3 o'clock. Each Fellow and Member
desiring to be present at the meeting would be invited before admis-
sion to hand to the attendant at the door of the theatre his private
visiting card, as only Fellows and Members of the College and duly
authorised reporters of the public press could be admitted to the
meeting. A paragraph, specially to be noted at the present date, stated
that a printed copy of the Report in question would be forwarded to
any Fellow or Member of the College on application to the Secretary
on or after Monday, October 17th. All who hold diplomas from the
College should be careful to apply for this Report, which will require
their studious attention during the interval between its issue and ht4e
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mneeting on November 3rd. Agenda of Council meetings are not to
be understood at a glance, yet it 'is highly important that all who
intend to be present at the meeting should understand these agenda-
the bulk of the Report itself. Ignorance of, and worse still, confused
ideas on college politics are certain to render barren any good move

which has for its aim legitimate pressure on the Council from without,
the aim in fact of the two Associations and of those Fellows and
Members who prefer to act independently.
At the present moment, the general aspect only of the

relations between the College and its Fellows and Members
needs to be reviewed. A Council, inasmuch as it is a

body of the elect, bears a certain amount of dignity, deserves
respect, and is able to discharge routine functions. On the
other hand, it must always be influenced from without. Its mem-

bers were chosen by action from without, and by action from without
must it carry on works of reform, and be checked from falling into
a state of official sloth. On the other hand, it cannot be'denied that
there are those who suspect or disdain anything like unofficial action.
In politics, such action was once held to be impious, and later on

treasonable; in medical affairs it is a common trick to denounce it as

vulgar. Whenunofficial actionsucceeds, it is no longer vulgar andit is no
longer unofficial, by the same paradox that treason is no treason when
successful. When we turn to the practical bearing of the same sub-
ject, we soon find that this unofficial pressure has been fertile in
begetting salutary changes, nor need the medical press and the Asso-
CIATION display any false modesty in remembering and indicating
their share in the good work. Who can be so bold as to say that
without unofficial pressure the Council would have admitted pro-

vincial members, reformed the examination system, or grappled with
the proxy question ?

The general duty of the Fellows and Members is clear. Political
pressure is required to overcome normal official supineness
no personal attacks on President or Members of Council are

necessary or helpful. This pressure must be definite, not
theoretical; not purely logical, but concrete, and based upon

certain distinct questions which will be suggested by the
report. .Some of, these questions wr trust we may have time and
occasion to discuss before the November meeting. Provincial Fel-
lows and Members should be particularly active; the privilege of
electing provincial Members of Council, hardly fought for and at length
won, has not been utilised with the enthusiasm which, in our opinion,
it deserves; a lapsed privilege brings ridicule on those who sought it.
Let provincial Members show zeal in the present cause, at least; let
our AssoCIATION, and the Associations of Fellows and Members, now

be on the alert. The more thoroughly the task before them is under-
stood, the better will it be promoted at the November meeting.

D. GRANVILLE BANTOCK has been elected an Honorary Member of
the Canadian Medical Association.

THE members of the medical- profession in Victoria presented an

address to br. Anthony Colling Brownless on July 21st, congratulating
nim on his recent election to be Chancellor of the University of

Melbourne.

ACCORDING to medical returns received at Simla on October 12th,
tierse *re 30,780 deaths from cholera in the Nort-h.West Provinces

Adtingg August.- The disease is said to be now unusually prevalent.

The Gazette of Tuesday announces that the Queen has been pleased
to appoint William Scovell Savory, F.R.S., President of the Royal
College of Surgeons of England, and Surgeon to St. Bartholomew's
Hospital, to be Surgeon Extraordinary to Her Majesty, in the room of
Richard Quain, deceased.

SIR WILLIAM ROBERTS, M.D., F.R. S., will deliver an address on

"The Effects of Alcohol considered from the points of view of
History and Natural History" before the Medical Society of Uni-
versity College, London, on Wednesday, October 19th, at 8 P.M.

DR. ALONZO CLARK, of New York, died on September 13th, in
his eightieth year. He had been Professor of Pathology and Practical
Medicine in the College of Physicians and Surgeons of New York for
thirty years, and was for a shorter period President of the College.
He was well-known as a physician and teacher, but his contributions
to medical literature were not numerous.

WE are informed that the first "post-graduate lecture," which
was delivered by Dr. Julius Pollock at the Charing Cross Hospital:
was attended by ninety-two persons, an encouraging and gratifying
fact. We have during the last few years repeatedly indicated our
opinion that lectures of this kind supply a great want in the metro-
polis, and their success wherever they have been attempted is likely
to lead to their vigorous institution elsewhere. In the Ward-demon-
strations Dr. Pollock was assisted by Dr. H. MI. Murray. The second
lecture by Mr. Barwell, on lateral curvature, is delivered this day
(Friday).

THE PASTEUR SYSTEIM IN AUSTRIA.
OF 122 persons said to have been bitten in one year by rabid dogs;
and to have beeni treated within ten days by Dr. Ullmann, of Vienna,
by Pasteur's method, three are reported to have died, while of ve al
persons bitten at the same time, who underwent no treatme t,
have since died.,

FIRES IN THEATRES.
THE trial of the persons charged with homicide and wounding by
imprudence in connection with the recent fire at the Opera Comique,
in Paris, will commence on November 16th. The accused are M. Car-
valho, manager of the Op6rA Comique; M. Lecointe, checktaker; M.
Varnou, head machinist; Me. Baland, concierge of the theatre; M.
Cummine, sergeant fireman; M. Andr6, fireman; and M. Archam-
bault, architect.

ILLNESS OF SIR WIIAAM GULL.
WE regret to announce the sudden illness of Sir William Gull.
While walking on Monday last he was seen to fall on his knees:; he
did not lose consciousness, but was completely paralysed on the right
side. Power was quickly recovered in the upper extremity and on
Thursday afternoon, when. the following bulletin was issued, he was
able to move the arm well, and the mind was clear: "Killiecrankie,
2 P.M. Sir William Gull has paralysis of the right sids; there is no
loss of consciousness; gradual improvement has-taken place. (Signed),
Robert Irvine, M. B., Donald Hood, M.D."

ANOTHER TRIBUTE TO BRITISH SURGERY.
LAST spring Dr. Bantock, surge6n to the Samaritan Hospital, was
invited by the American Gyn'acological Society to read a paper at one
of its meetings. This invitation was accepted, and not only -was the
paper read, but Dr. Bantock was called upon to operate 'at aeveral
hospitals in the States, chiefly with a view to illustratehis manner- of
performing hysterectomy for the removal of uterine fibroids. At
Philadelphia he performed the operation on a patient of Dr. Joseph
Price, in a private hospital, and on a young negress, a patient of Dr.
Bromall in the Women's Hospital, where Dr. Bantock also removed
the appendages for hydrosalpinx. At the Women's Hospital,. New

[Oct. 15,' 188..840 THE BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL.



Oct. 1., 1881.] THE BMTL3H MEDICAL JQURYAL. Ni

York,- he performed hysterectomy on a patient of Dr. Hunter, and on

another under Dr. Caroll Lee's charge; he further did an'exploratory
operation in a case of malignant disease at the Bellevue Hospital;
lastly at Chicago Dr. Bantock did a double ovariotomy at St. Luke's
Hospital, and another ovariotomy in private, the cases being under
the care of Dr. Dudley. All these operations were performed without
antiseptics. When we bear in mind the reception of Sir Joseph
Lister at Buda&Pesth a few years ago, and the yet more practical com-

pliment recently paid to Sir Spencer Wells in Austria, and to Dr.
Bantock across the Atlantic, we must feel how strongly the influence
of British surgery is felt, and the merits of our surgeons recognised,
beyond the dominions of Queen Victoria.

THE HEALTH- OF THE CROWN. PRINCE.
,Wi are gratified to learn that the condition of the Crown Prince con-

tinues to be highly satisfactory.' There is no appearance of recurrence

of the growth in the larynx, and His Imperial Highness's voice is
clear and resonant, while his general health is excellent. Since he
left Scotland, he has had one'or' two'attacks of subacute laryngitis,
'due partly no doubt to cold, but also in great measure to over-use of
the vocal organs, an imprudence which it is difficult for one in his
exalted position altogether to avoid. He suffers from a tendency, to
acute congestion not only of the larynx, but of'the whole of the upper
air-passages, which makes a residence -in a warm climate during the
winter imperative. At Baveno, where the Prince now is, he is under

most favourable conditions, as Mr. Henfrey's villa, which has been

placed at' his disposal, is a model not only of elegance and comfort,
but of hygienic arrangement. When the weather gets colder, how-

ever, His Imperial Highness will probably go either to NTeri or to San

Remo for the rest of the winter.

CITY PAROCHIAL PROPERTY.

Tnx, wholp of the city parochial property has been ascertained -to pro-
duce in round numbers an income of nearly £108,000; of this sum,
£68,000 falls in the category of general charity property. The Charity
Commissioners are empowered to prepare schemes for the application
of the money: 1, to the promotion and improvement of the

education of the poorer inhabitants of the parishes and to per-
sons employed, though not resident therein; 2, to the establishment

and maintenance of libraries; 3, to the preserving, providing, and

maintenance of open spaces and recreation and drill grounds; 41 the

formation of provident institutions; and 5, the establishment of con-

valescent hospitals. The Commissioners have not yet drafted any
schemes, but a certain portion of the funds had been already antici-

pated by Acts of Parlia-ment, which have appropriated a sum not ex-

teeding ;£50,000 to the purchase of Parliament Hill at Hampstead,
and £47,000 to the acquisition of Clissold Park.

THE USE OF THE BIRCH-ROD.

AN a police order just issued, Sir- Charles Warren requests the superin-
tendents 0of the various divisions of the' metropolis to report to him

'through tie chief constable on any modifications which experience
may suggest to them as desirable in reference to the punishment of

certain classes of juvenile offenders by means of the birch-rod. Sir

'Charles Warren calls attention to the following letter which he has

received from the Home Office

"I am directed by the Secretary of §tate6 to jnform you that he has

`hild under hni consideration the manner-'in which the punishment 6f

birching is at present carried out in the ease of young offendets. It is

tevident that, owing to differences in age and physical constitution,
the effect of this punishment must necessarily vary in different cases,
and the Secretary of State has reason to believe. that in some instances
the punishment may operate with excessive severity, and may pos-
Alliy even occasion serious injury. With the V'few of *eyenting such

ssequences, 9thet 3Secretary of State would suggest for the considera-

ition of the police authorities that the rod ised for birchxing children

~det 10 should be lighter than that used in the ca.Qof older offende,

and that if there is reason to suppose that the child is in delicate
health, or is naturally of a specially weak constitution, a medical 'r0_
should be consulted as to the propriety of the punishment being car-
ried out, or the severity with which it should be inflicted.-(Signet)
GODFREY LUSHINOTON."

It will be remembered that this question was brought before the
House of Commons towards the end of the late session of Parlia-
ment.

A CORONER ON THE NEW CORONERS' ACT,
IN holding an inquest a few days ago at Oxford on the body of an
old army pensioner, Mr. E. L. Hussey, the city coroner, took the
opportunity to point out to the jury some of the provisions of the new
Act of Parliament relating to coroners. A trifling alteration had been
made in the words of the oath, and in those of the inquisitions to be
signed after finding a verdict; but the chief object of the Act was to
bring about uniformity in the conduct of the inquiries, and to pro-
vide that the rules of evidence adopted in the higher courts should he
followed as closely as the nature of the inquiry would permit. He
anticipated that further changes would yet be made, and that Parlia-
ment would have to uecide between the three existing opinions;
namely, that coroners should be allowed less power; that they
should be allowed a great deal more; and that they should be
abolished.

THE WORK OF THE BRANCHES.
Thx first meeting of the Birmingham and Midland Counties Branch
of the British Medical Association for the session 1887-88 was held
in the Medical Institute, Birmingham, under the Presidency of Mr.
Lawson Tait, on Thursday afternoon. Mr. T. H. Bartleet read a
paper on Paracentesis Thoracis, and Mr. Lawson Tait related a case in
which he had performed abdominal section for uterine myoma, and
where, in addition, the right Fallopian tube was distended by hy4d`tid
cysts containing many heads and hooklets.-The inaugural meeting
of the East London and South Essex District of the Metropolitan
Counties Branch will be held on Thursday next, -under the Presidency
of Mt., Arthur Durham. Dr. Matthews Duncan will read a paper on
"'The Vomiting and Sickness of Pregnancy."

HEALTH AND ALCOHOL.
AMONG the measures to be brought before the Austrian Reichsrath dur-
ing next session is one for the establishment of an Imperial H lh
bureau, and the reform of the spirit excise. M. Emile Algave4has
been consulted on his system of "Permissive Alcohol Monopoly," the
adoption of which would not only enable the State to exercip an
almost perfect control over the production and sale -of spirits, but
would also, it is said, prevent great loss of life through poisoning by
impure alcolwl, Professor Algavo reoxnmends a method of rectifica-
tion by which pure alcohol is obtained; further, a compulsory
Analysis and the adoption of a standard bottle, which is so constructed
that it can only be emptied, while it is impossible to introduce eX-
traneous matter into it. as

THE STIDENTS' CLUB. AT 'GUY'S HOSPITAL.
FOR some years a refreshment room has been establisbed for the b1enet
Qf students in one part pf Gny's,Hospital, and a resding!-rm,; wh¢er
the daily newspapers were taken i, was to -be found in another exd
of the building, 'The two, room0 have been combined, and a, regular
Students' Club has beenorganised. This club is managed by a oom-
inittee of the staff und of the-student&s There are three rooms, ITe
first measures 79 feet by 22 fdqt) and is used as a dining-a4 refraes-
ment room. The 4econd is for smoking; itfmeasures 4% feet by 22 ft.
Thie third, the; redhng-room, -measures 30 feet by.22 feet. All rthe
partments are covftibly furnished, asd lighted, by Wenham Ad
WWhabock igas 14Pmps. More than one hundred students haye sti-

scribed this year, and the Club promised to be a great success.
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FEVERS IN LONDON. 2.l
EACH day during the past week.'has witnessed an increase in the
number of fever patients under treatment in the hospitals of the
Metropolitan Asylums Board. During the week ending Wednesday
last the number increased from 1,812 to 2,004, after deduction of the
patients who were discharged or dead. These 2,004 inmates of the
hospitals comprised 1,865 suffering from scarlet fever, 109 from en-

teric, 4 from typhus, and 26 from other diseases. The five perma-
nent hospitals and the Convalescent Hospital at Winchmore Hill are,
therefore, all practically full; but great efforts have been made to
render available the temporary huts that are being erected on land
adjoining the Eastern and North Western Hospitals.

RABIES AND HYDROPHOBIA IN LANCASHIRE.
A TELEGRAM from our Liverpool correspondent states that a boy,
aged 2j years, died from hydrophobia on October 12th in Bootle. He
was bitten on the ear on August 17th last by an unknown dog; the
wound healed up, and no symptoms were noticed till Saturday last,
when the child refused to take tea. A police officer was severely bitten
in Walton on October 12th in attempting to secure a mad dog. The
dog was eventually killed by the policeman.

THE EMPEROR OF BRAZIL.
IT is not generally known that the Emperor of Brazil is suffering
from a somewhat advanced stage of diabetes. This makes his extra-
ordinary activity of mind and body all the more remarkable. It is
impossible to withhold a tribute of admiration for the indomitable
" pluck " of a man who, while suffering from a complaint of the most
depressing nature, continues not only to discharge the duties of his
high office with unabated vigour, but takes so keen and so compre-
hensive an interest in all things connected with the progress of know-
ledge and the furtherance of human happiness.

ENTRIES AT THE MEDICAL SCHOOLS.
IT is not possible to publish in this issue an authoritative statement
of the number of students who have entered at the metropolitan and
provincial schools, as the lists are not yet made, and new entries are
being daily made. No useful purpose is served by printing an in-
complete table which would only have to be revised next week. We
have received, however, reports from various sources which appear to
indicate that the average will be well maintained, if not exceeded.
We are informed, for instance, that the number of entries up to the
present time at St. Bartholomew's is 136, at St. Thomas's 111, and
at Guy's 95; it is also known that the success of some of the schools
which used to be spoken of as the smaller schools is very conspicuous.

THE CONSUMPTION OF VEGETABLES IN PARIS AND
LONDON.

SomE: curious statistics of the comparative consumption of fruit and
vegetables in London and Paris have recently been published in the
Horticultural Times. The annual average consumption a head of
population is stated to be as follows, the greater quantity in each
case being credited to the Parisian: Apples, 65 lb. 6 oz., 145 lb.; pears,
391b. 5 oz., 1701b. 13oz.; peas, 31b. 8oz., 61b. 15oz.; carrots,
71b. 3oz., 371b.; celery, 11oz., 61b. 13oz.; cherries, 21b. 13oz.,
20lb. 14oz.; plums and damsons, 171b. 12oz., 1831b. 4 oz.; rasp.
berries, 4 oz., 2 1b.; strawberries, 31b. 10 oz., 13 1b. 12 oz.; asparagus,
1 lb. 3 oz., 5 lb. 4 oz. On the other hand, while the Londoner eats
173 lb. 4 oz. of potatoes, the Parisian eats only 49 lb. 4 oz. The aver-
age consumption of onions, tomatoes, cabbages, cucumbers and turnips
is also greater in London thani in Paris, but with these exceptions our

neighbours are by far the largest consumers of fruit and vegetables.
The figures afford additional -evidence that, even allowing for climatic
differences, the vegetarian diet of the average Englishman is neither
so varied lor so ettensive as it ought to be.

THE ROYAL WESTMINSTER OPHTHALMIC HOSPITAL.
ON Friday, October 7th, the winter session was opened by the first
of a monthly series of clinical evenings. There was a very large
attendance of cases, among which we may mention the following:
Detached retina, retinitis pigmentosa, retinitis albuminurica, retinal
hemorrhage, optic neuritis, choroiditis from inherited syphilis, pro.
gressive myopia with posterior staphyloma, persistent pupillary mem.
brane, and congenital malformations of the optic disc. Ophthalmo-
scopic lesions are so seldom met with in general practice, that, how-
ever Sufait with the ophthalmoscope a practitioner may have been
in his student days, his diagnostic powers must become a little rusty
in course of time, unless he takes an occasional opportunity of seeing
typical examples of the more common affections. A collection of cases
such as that on Friday, affords just the opportunity that is wanted,
and we are sure that many practitioners will gladly avail themselves
of these clinical evenings, to renew their acquaintance with the
ophthalmoscope.

ESCAPE OF A HOSPITAL PATIENT.
THEI following authoritative particulars respecting the escape of an
in-patient from Guy's Hospital, and his subsequent death, will be
interesting, since the case has been the subject of a good deal of
publicity. The deceased was admitted to the hospital on Tuesday
fortnight, suffering from a poisoned hand. He got worse, and on

Wednesday was removed to the strong room, where he was strapped
down, under the care of a probationary nurse. He showed symptoms
of mental aberration from the time of his admission, the most
marked being, his determination not to partake of food, which had
to be administered through the nostrils and by the rectum. Being
quiet and apparently manageable, the house-surgeon, on Thursday
morning, perhaps unwisely, released one of his hands, with which he
soon undid the other fasteniugs as soon as the house-surgeon left the
room. It appears that it was during the interval in which the house-
surgeon went to another ward to get a police-constable,'who was
watching a criminal case, to relieve the nurse, that the man made
his escape. Help could have been instantly obtained from the ward
above, had the nurse understood the working of the speaking tube;
and after a struggle with the nurse, the patient escaped in a state of
nudity into the street. Going to a police station, he appears to have
told the police that he had escaped from a back room at the hospital,
where some men had been trying to murder him. He was ultimately
brought back to the hospital, where he died from cellulitis of'the
chest-walls and septicaemia. It came out in evidence that the man
was not injured in any way by his escapade.

A PRINCE OF QUACKS.
THE audacity of quack doctors is their chief stock-in-trade. Judging
from what a Parisian correspondent states, it is very evident that
charlatanism is carried on in Paris in a much more pretentious style
than is attempted in this country. Some weeks ago a quack opened
a splendid suite of rooms in a building on the Grand Boulevard. He
had footmen in plush and' pages in livery, distributed handbills by
the million, and announced that he had an infallible method of curing
hoarseness and diseases of the throat by inhalation. This prince of
quacks did not purchase a degree, like many of his compeers, but had
himself heralded on bills and in the newspapers as Dr. Pitchitchine,
Beloochistan, Member of all the Academies. The big, foreign.
sounding name, which the doctor had culled at random from
an atlas, and the style of his rooms, are said to have produced a
great impression on the minds of those unsophisticated people who,
despite the enlightenment of the age, still abound, even in the
great centres of civilisation ; and among those was an actress, who
sought this pseudo-throat-healer for hoarseness from which she was
suffering. The patient, we are told, went to Pitchitchine's magnifi-
cent establishment on the Boulevards. The folding doors were thrown
open by a gorgeous flunkey, and the great quack was discovered
dressed in Oriental garb. The actress's head was first enveloped in a
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cloud of cashmere, and she was told to inhale the contents of a tube.
She did so, and in a moment fainted away, being nearly suffocated. The

quack became alarmed, and had to send for a bond fide medical man,
who revived the victim. The actress went home in a cab, and found

that, besides being incapacitated from singing, she was hardly able
to speak, and had to cancel her engagement. She has consequently
brought an action against the pseudo-native of Beloochistan, who had
simply made her inhale a concoction which contained a large quantity
of chloroform. Sahib Pitchitchine is also to be proceeded against by
the Parquet for the illegal practice of medicine, and for having worn
dazzling decorations to which he had no right.

TREATMENT OF LEPROSY.
SPEAKING before the American Dermatological Association, Dr. Unna,
of Hamburg, is reported (Boston Med. and Surg. Jour.) to have said
that in five cases of leprosy he had recently observed encouraging re-
sults follow the external application of the following ointment: Chrys-
arobin, 5 parts; ichthyol, 5 parts; salicylic acid, 2 parts; vaseline,
100 parts. For the nodules on the face he replaces the chrysarobin by
pyrogallic acid. For the older nodules he uses a plaster mull contain-
ing salicylic acid, with or without chrysarobin. Dr. Piflard recom-
mended the internal use of strychnine or nun vomica in large doses,
combined with the external application of chaulmoogra oil.

DEATH OF ONE OF 31. PASTEUR'S PATIENTS.
WE are enabled to publish the following authoritative account of the
circumstances connected with the death of a young man named Lindley,
on October 4th, in spite of the Pasteurian treatment. The patient,
who was 26 years of age, resided in a farmhouse in an isolated situation
on the hills, not far from Shepley, near Huddersfield. On August 1st
a lad, aged 14, named Whitely, met at a short distance from the farm
a terrier dog, which, without any provocation, jumped up and bit his
finger. The dog was next seen at the farmhouse; he entered the
farmyard, and immediately flew at and bit a younger brother of Lindley
in the finger; the deceased, who was washing with bared arms,
went to the assistance of his brother and was severely bitten on the
right wrist. The dog was then seen to run down the road towards the
village, where it was found in an outhouse by a lad. It flew at this
lad, but did not bite him; it also flew at several children in the
village, and slightly-'scratched one. It was then seen making its way
towards a neighbouring wood, but all efforts to trace it further have
failed. A few hours after the bites were inflicted they were cauterised
by the patients with lunar caustic, but probably not very effectually.
Dr. Laxton was first consulted on August 3rd; he found that the
elder Lindley had sustained a severe lacerated wound of the wrist, and
that the two lads had been less severely bitten on the fingers. On
August 4th Dr. Laxton took the three patients to Huddersfield to take
the advice of Dr. Hime. After consultation, the patients were advised
to go to Paris, and were at once accompanied there by Dr. Laxton.
The first inoculation was performed at the Institut Pasteur under the
direction of M Roux, in the absence of M. Pasteur, on August 6th in
the evening. The modified method was used, two injections a day
being given for five days, and then one injection daily until August
18th, when the patients returned to their homes. A few days later
the elder Lindley sent for Dr. Laxton, who found him in a nervous
and excited state, but free from any signs of systemic illness; he soon

recovered his usual equanimity, and was engaged in ordinary farm
work up to and including the morning of October 2nd. On that

morning, however, he complained of pain in the right arm, and felt so

generally indisposed that he went to bed about mid-day, and refused
food. Dr. Laxton, when sent for on the following day, found him in
bed with a wild, anxious expression, but quite sensible. He com-

plained of pain in the arm which had been bitten; the breathing was

regular, but with occasional gasps. The temperature was raised about
one degree, the pulse quickened, and the tongue coated and tremulous;
he exhibited a disinclination to drink, though nothing had passed his

lips since the previous day, and when some milk was offered to him

he grasped the spoon with his teeth, and had a convulsive seizure.
He was removed that afternoon to the Huddersfield Infirmary, where
he died asphyxiated during a paroxysm early the following morning.
The post-mortem examination revealed to the naked eye nothing
beyond slight congestion at the base of the brain, but we understand
that portions of the central nervous system have been reserved for
further examination. Little doubt can be entertained that the patient
died of hydrophobia.

CHARGE AGAINST A HOSPITAL.
A GRAVE complaint was made against the medical staff of St. Thomas's
Hospital at an inquest held on September 29th on the body of a boy,
Albert Edward Cox, aged 11. The statement reported to have been
made by the mother was that the boy, having been struck on the
left side of the head below the ear with a cricket bat, she took him
to St. Thomas'sYHospital, when she was told to come again. She
took him again, when " two doctors just looked at him, and told her
to come again. They said there was no necessity for medicine. She
declined to take him again, and called in medical aid locally." In
answer to a question put by the jury, she thought the doctors at the
hospital should have taken more trouble. The following conversation
is said to have then ensued :-The Coroner: " I am constantly having
cases of this sort from this hospital, and I do not know what to do
about them." A juror : "These things want ventilating." The
Coroner': " I am constantly doing so. This is now the fourth case I
have had of the kind. Do you know the names of the doctors?"
Witness: "No; neither did they give me a card." The Coroner:
" I confess there seems to have been little trouble taken. The boy
should have been kept quiet, and not ordered to tramp up to the hos-
pital. If I could fird out who the doctors were, I should adjourn
the inquest for their attendance. I shall have to write to the
Governors." The following statement of the real facts of the case has
been forwarded to us by Dr. H. W. G. Mackenzie, the Resident
Assistant-Physician of St. Thomas's Hospital: The boy was taken to
a local medical practitioner, Dr. Mackintosh, aboutJuly27th, com-
plaining of headache, and with a history of an accidental blow on the
head behind the left ear from a cricket bat. Without informing the
local practitioner, the mother brought the child to the hospital on
August 8th. The boy was seen by the medical admitting officer of
the day. He did not seem ill, and the symptoms were so slight and
indefinite that no treatment was considered necessary, far less admis-
sion to the hospital. The mother was told to bring the boy back on
a subsequent day. She brought him "next day, and he was seen by
the same house-physician who had seen him on the previous day, and
was examined by another, who tested him for double vision, etc.
There was nothing found to alter the opinion of the previous day, and
the mother wfs specially told to bring the boy up to the hospital at
the end of the week if in any way worse. No dissatisfaction was ex-
pressed by the mother at the time. Intimate friends living in the
same house with the mother say they heard nothing of her dissatisfac-
tion with the treatment received at the hospital until they saw the
report of the inquest in the paper. The boy did not die until six
weeks after his visits to the hospital, and how soon after them definite
acute symptoms set in is not known. Dr. Mackintosh says that he
heard nothing about the visits to the hospital until he heard the
mother's evidence at the inquest. He found at the post-mortem ex-

amination disease of one ear (right) with caries of the mastoid; the left
petrous bone was bare, but the left ear was healthy. There was sup.
purative meningitis, most intense on the left side. It appears that
there had been chronic discharge from one of the ears, probably the
right, which was a much more likely cause for the meningitis than the
blow on the head.

AMERICAN EXPERIENCE OF BERGEON'S METHOD.
THE perusal of the discussion at the meeting of the Associa-
tion of American Physicians on the Bergeon method of treating
phthisis by enemata of sulphuretted hydrogen and carbonic acid, de-
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setibed-ty Dr. Henry Bannet in this JOURNAL last December, does
not lave a very favourable impression on the mind. Between fifty
and, sixty cases altogether were mentioned, but in no one do we
gather that the improvement was very marked; in a very consider
Able proportion the treatment had to be abandoned owing to the
occurrence of colic, diarrhcea, vomiting, or collapse. The most san-
gtine advocate of the method claimed for it only that it mitigated
cough, diminished fever, and lessened night-sweat. Dr. William
Pepper had used it in thirty-four cases, but had been compelled to
abandon it in ten cases; in the remaining cases it was continued for
an average of twenty-five days. The improvement in cough was not
marked ; the expectoration was diminished in four cases. The weight
was recorded in twenty cases ; in eight there was a gain, amounting in
one case to 8 lbs. -in thirty-seven days; in six cases there was no
change; and in six the weight decreased. The temperature was sys-
tematically taken in sixteen cases ; in four it was reduced, but in no
case was it maintained continuously at the normal. Night-sweats
were not very numerous, but the treatment had a beneficial effect on
them in eight cases. Dr. Forchheimer related a control experiment
which he had made. He began by giving sulphuretted hydrogen
and carbonic acid. After some time carbonic acid was given alone
for several days, and then air was injected through the Bergeon
apparatus. He stated that the patients treated with air did about as

well as those treated with sulphuretted hydrogen, and the injection of
air did not give rise to any special inconvenience.

PHYTOLACCA DECANDRA.
FLUID extract of phytolacca decandra (poke weed) was recommended
in 1873 by Dr. Bigger, of Oregon, as a remedy for inflamed and
painful mammae, which he had frequently employed " and invariably
with success." Dr. Collamore, of Toledo, Ohio, in a paper published
in the Columbus Medical Journal, fully confirms this enthusiastic
estimate; he recommends that ten-minim doses of a well-made fluid
extract should be administered, the remedy being pushed until the
inflammation begins to subside; it has a general narcotic effect which
is rather advantageous than otherwise. In over-doses it produces
violent vomiting and purging, which may be followed by coma and
death. In addition to administering it internally, he also recom.
mends it to be rubbed into the painful mammne, or to be applied on a

cloth.4 He believes that it is also useful in orchitis and epididymitis.
ABOLITION OF KNEE-JERK IN DIABETES.

AT a recent meeting of the Surgical Society of Paris, M. Berger read a

report on a work by M. Reynier on The Absence of Knee-jerk in Dia-
betes. Among seven patients suffering from that disease under the
care of M. Reynier, the knee phenomenon was normal in two ; these
recovered; whilst it had disappeared in the five others, all of whom
died. M. Berger concludes from these cases and from his own
observations that the disappearance of knee-jerk is of consider-
able importance in the prognosis in diabetes, alcoholism, and
albuminuria. M. Verneuil pointed out that operations upon dia-
betic patients, though always dangerous, were in some cases urgent, as,
for example, in strangulated hernia. The quantity of svgar in the
urine did not affect the prognosis.

CHRONIC PLUMBISM.
A rAPEr on thefrequency with which lead is found in the urine,
read, at the meeting of the Association of American Physicians, this
summer, by Dr. James J. Putnam, deserves attention, because it
affords some facts as to the relative frequency of plumbism. From a
report in the Philadelphia Medical Times, we gather that urine was
obtained from 86 cases of various forms of chronic illness occurring
among the poorer classes of the community, in none of which the
wrist drop was present. The chemical examination was made by Dr.
E. -S. Wood, Professor of Chemistry in Harvard University, assisted
byDr. A. Ml. Conny. Lead was found in the urine in no less than

48 bases, or nearly 56 per cent.; in-16 cases the' patients were known
to have been much exposed by their occupation or otherwise to lead
poisoning; if thesm cases -be excluded there, remain 70 persons nab
known to have been specially exposed to lead poisoning, among whomr
there were yet 32, or 45 per cent., in whose urine lead was found. The
analysis of some of the groups of cases is very interesting; thus in one
group of 19 cases classed together as presenting symptoms of multiple
neuritis, neuritis with chronic myelitis, spastic paraplegia, or multi-
ple sclerosis, lead was found in the urine in 15 cases it waas found iz)
every one of four cases of vague neuralgias of long standing, and-
nine cases of fine muscular tremor with nervous debility.

AVIULSION.OF INGROWING NAIL 1UNDER HYPNOTISM.
DR. S. L. TrIvus, of St. Petersburg, relates (Vratch, No. 31, 1887,
p. 607) a case in which he removed an in-growing nail from the great
toe of a cook after a hypnotic state had been induced in the patient.
The operation lasted about twenty minutes. At first the woman oc-
casionally moved her foot about, but when the author had suggested
to her that no more pain was to be inflicted, and that the foot must
be kept at rest, she sat quite quiet till the matrix of the toe was in-
eised. At that point of the operation she shrieked out, and when
questioned about the cause, stated that " a dog, had just bitten her."
After applying the dressing, Dr. Trivus woke her up, and asked
whether she would consent to the operation. She hesitated a little,
and then said, "Yes, go on." On his pointing to her bandaged
foot, however, she at once guessed that all was over already, and
burst into laughter followed by hysterical sobs. No pain was felt
till the next day, when she became somewhat lame. Dr. Trivus also
relates an instructive case in which a young man of 25, after having
been hypnotised for the sake of experiment and subsequently awakened,
could not return to his normal state for several hours: when left
alone, he was seized with a kind of hypnosis, and on his way home
fell into a deep swoon in the street.

SCOTLAND.
NEAPLLY £15,000 has, we hear, been already subscribed towards

the building fund of the proposed new hospital for Glasgow.

SoARLaTfever of a mild type is said to have been very prevalent in
North Queensferry for the past month, and as there appears to be an
increase in the number of cases, the School Board authorities have
resolved to close the school for a fortnight to prevent, as far as possible,
any further spread of the disease.

POST-GRADUATE CLASSES, EDINBURGH.
Tim post-graduate course in Edinbargh concludes this week. It has
been attended by a considerable number of graduates, both recent and
of older date. They have attended late and early special courses of
instruction, embracing every branch of medical and surgical knowledge,
and the regularity of their attendance and evident appreciation of the
work done in the course show how much such a course was required
and how willing the older.graduates are to avail theniselves of it,
while it must nerve'all who have taken part in the teaching to even
greater efforts inthe future.

CLINICAt TEAMING IN FEVER HOSPITALS.
IN connection..with the teaching of students in Edinburgh Fever
Hospital (a subject of special importance at the beginning of the winter
session) the Public Health Committee of Edinburgh Town Council has
instructed the medical officer of health to make the same arrangements
for clinical teaching as were.made last year. Truly he could not be
much encouraged by the results of last, year's experiment, as-only
twenty-six students attended last winter session and only two last
summer session: the former might have been attributed to the arrange-
ment being an entirely new one,'the latter could only be interpreted
as showing disinclination on the part of the students.
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POST-GRADUATE LECTURES ON LARYNGOLOGY AT
GLASGOW.

A aoURsE of lectures (and demonstrations) on laryngology, free to
medical practitioners, will be delivered by Dr. David Newman in the
lecture room of the Glasgow Royal Infirmary on Saturdays, during
the winter session, at 12 o'clock, commencing on Saturday, November
5th. The demonstrations will be conducted at various hours to suit
the members of the class, and the class will be divided into small
sections, so that each member will have an opportunity of thoroughly
examining the patients. In the lectures the subject will be discussed
in a systematic order, and will be illustrated, as far as possible, by
cases from the ward, by patients attending the outdoor department,
by specimens from the museum, by instruments, and by diagrams.
A synopsis of the course may be had on application to Dr. Newman.

GLASGOW MEDICAL SOCIETIES.
THE Glasgow Medico-Chirurgical Society held its opening meeting for
the session on October 7th. The following office-bearers were elected
for the current year: President, Professor T. M'Call Anderson ; Vice-
Presidents, Dr. D. C. M'Vail, Dr. A. Patterson, Dr. Jos. Coats, Dr.
Jas. Stirton; Council, Dr. S. Gemmell, Dr. J. Wallace Anderson, Mr.
A. E. Maylard, Dr. D. N. Knox, Dr. Alex. Robeitson, Dr. Wm.
MacEwen, Dr. E. Macmillan, Dr. A. Wallace; Treasurer, Dr. Hugh
Thomson ; Secretaries of Sections, Dr. Geo. S. Middleton, Dr. John
Barlow, Dr. T. K. Dalziel, Dr. Thos. F. Gilmour; General Secretary,
Dr. Wm. G. Dun. Dr. Alex. Robertson read a paper on Substitution
in Disease, especially of the Nervous System, and the Treatment ot
Heredity in the Neurosis. The Clinical and Pathological Society met
on October 10th, when the President, Dr. James Finlayson, delivered
an address on the Functions of Medical Societies at the Present Day,
and the Abiding Importance of Pathology in Clinical Medicine. A
series of instruments, cultivations of micro-organisms, etc., were
afterwards shown by Dr. Thos. Reid, Dr. Coats, Dr. Newman, and Mr.
Maylard.

ADULTERATED BUTTER.
AT the Glasgow Sheriff Court, on October 8th, a provision merchant
was fined for selling as butter material which on analysis was found
to contain 72 per cent. of fatty matter not derived from milk. The
accused defended himself on the plea that the working classes always
asked for butter, whether they wanted butterine or not. Even what
was sold at 6d. per pound they called butter, though well knowing
butter could not be obtained at that price. At the same time, while
they asked for butter, they knew it was a blend they were getting and
not pure butter. The sheriff found the charge proven, on the ground
that the shopman had not labelled the article butterine, and had not
distinctly told the purchaser that it was btutterine ; and he imposed a
penalty of £3, with the alternative of seven days' imprisonment.

EPIDEMIC DISEASES IN PERTH.
PERTH is at present unhappily the scene of an outbreak of small-pox,
and this more especially in its Infirmary. The management of these
cases at the Infirmary has been criticised by the medical officer of
health to the Town Council. The first case in the Infirmary was re-
cognised on October 4th, and was removed to the Small-pox Hospital
on October 5th, along with two other patients suffexing from the dis-
ease. Three nurses also attacked by the disease had been retained in
the Infirmary, and placed in a fever ward in one of the wiDgi, which
had been cleared of patients. Dr. Simpson is reported by the Scots-
man to have stated that this ward faced the main thoroughfare to
the station, with a window on that side, and there was nothing to
prevent the small-pox infection from being wafted into the street. It
had transpired that another patient in the infirmary had since been
attacked by the disease. Dr. Simpson then discussed at length the
origin of the outbreak, and condemned the lack of precautions at the
Infirmary against the spread of the disease. Lord Provost Martin
said that the infirmary visiting medical men had assured the directors

that there was not a scintilla of danger in the retention of the small-
pox patients within the house, and stated that they had resolved that
in future all cases of small'pox which took place in the Infirmary
should be dealt with there. It was agreed to send a- copy of the re-
port to the directors of tde Infirmary. A statement of the whol. cir-
cumstances of the matter is being sent by the local authority to, the
Board of Supervision. In his report for September, Dr. Simpson
states also that, apart from the outbreak of small-pox, measles, scarlet
fever, and whooping-cough are raging in the city, and of these the
second is the most prevalent. He suggests the closing of the schools,
or the exclusion of children who have been ill unless certified as
well.

IRELAND.
QUEEN'S COLLEGE, CORK: ANNUAL REPORT.

THE Act of Parliament founding the Royal University of Ireland
having opened its examinations, honours, and prizes to men and
women alike, the College Council decided that the time had come to
extend to women the full benefits of collegiate education, so as to
enable those who* desired to obtain university degrees to get the
neeessary teaching for the purpose. A separate cloak-room having
been provided last year, the college were able to admit women to the
classes during the past session. Five ladies entered, all of whom were
matriculated students of the Royal University. They worked as-
siduously during the session, and all succeeded in passing the recent
University Examinations of their standing, one obtaining a first
honour in English, and a second in French, and another the first of
first honours of her year in German. The presence of ladies in the
class-rooms and in the library, the President is of opinion, greatly
contributed to the preservation of order; and he expects their example
will stimulate the men to more attentive and regular work. The
total number of students in the college books for the session 1886-87
amounted to 238, 232 being matriculated, and 6 non-matriculated
students. Of the 238, 176 were enrolled in the Faculty of Medicine,
or a decrease of 11 as contrasted with the previous session.

ALLEGED CURE FOR HYDROPHOBIA.
At a late meeting of the Armagh Board of Guardians, a letter was
read from the Cavan Guardians, of which the following is an extract:-
" The board of guardians of this union desire to make generally known
throughout Ireland the circumstance that Mr. Philip Magovern, of
Legnagrow, near Glengevlin, in this county, possesses a specific
against hydrophobia, and in order that the public may be made aware
that a remedy of undoubted efficacy is available in this country, and
which, if used, will save any interested the expense and disappoint.
ment resulting from possible failure of cure in a foreign country,
ample testimony has been borne by reliable persons of the efficacy of
Mr. Magovern's remedy."

CONVOCATION OF THE ROYAL UNIVERSITY.
THE annual meeting of Convocation of the Royal University was held
on Friday, October 7th, Lord Emly, Vice-Chancellor, in the chair.
The proceedings were of a very harmonious character. The annual
committee, whose functions had been transferred to a special com-
mittee in 1886, was reformed, with an infusion of new blood, and
some repealed standing orders were, on the motion of Mr. Thomson,
restored. A motion by Professor Pye calling attention to the omis-
sion of professional studies from the first year of the medical curriculum
was withdrawn, on the assurance given by Professor Macalister, of
Cambridge, that a previous resolution on the same subject was about
to be considered by the Medical Committee of the Senate. Dr. Heus-
ton's motion, on the question of rank of medical officers in the army,
was ruled out of order by the Vice-Chancellor, as being outside the
power of Convocation to discuss.
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THE INTERCOLONIAL MEDICAL CONGRESS OF
AUSTRALASIA.

THE first Intercolonial Medical Congress was opened in Adelaide on

August 30th, under the presidency of J. C. Verco, M.D.(Lond.),
F. R. C.S. Eng.

Secretary's Report.-Dr. POULTON read the report, which stated
that this Intercolonial Medical Congress of Australasia was the out-
come of a suggestion made by the Council of the South Australian
Branch of the British Medical Association at the annual meeting held
in June, 1886, that a Medical Congress might well take place during
the Jubilee of Her Majesty's reign, at a time when the colony of
South Australia would be celebrating the completion of the first fifty
years of its history, and duringf the term of the International Exhibi-
tion in Adelaide. The members of the Branch heartily concurred in
the suggestion, and being the only organised Medical Society in South
Australia, forthwith appointed a committee to co-operate with the
Council in formulating the scheme of such a Congress, and in invit-
ing the co-operation of the profession throughout the Australasian
colonies. The Joint Provisional Committee consisted of Messrs.
Cleland, Clindening, Corbin, Hayward, and Drs. Gardner, Poulton,
Stirling, Davies Thomas, Verco, and Watson. Numerous promises
of support were received from representative members of the profes-
sion in the various colonies, and the Council of the University of
Adelaide generously granted the use of their halls. The Presidents
of all the Medical Societies of Australasia had become Vice-Presidents
of the Congress. Special delegates were present from the New
Zealand Medical Association, from the Universities of Sydney and
Melbourne, and from the Medical Societies of Sydney, Melbourne,
Brisbane, Ballarat, and Sandhurst. The number of members present
was 155, and included practitioners from New South Wales, Victoria,
New Zealand, Queensland, S uth Australia, the Northern Territory,
and Fiji. The work of the Congress would be conducted in the four
main sections-medicine, surgery, gynmecology, and State medicine-
under the presidency of Dr. Williams, Mr. Fitzgerald, Mr. Foreman,
and Dr. Whittell respectively.

Official Welcome.-His Excellency the Governor then welcomed the
Congress to Adelaide in an appropriate speech.

President's Address.-The President (Dr. Verco) delivered an
address, in which he mentioned the various reasons why Australian
professional men should meet in congress; these were especially that
they might make common property of the facts peculiar to Australia
which had been observed in disease, of the methods which had proved
most appropriate in their bands, of the new remedies Nature had
provided, of suggestions relating to medical ethics or legal status aris-
ing out of colonial life, and finally that an opportunity might be
afforded to those far away to contribute their unique or exceptional ex-
periences for the general interest, and to reap the pleasure and profit
of that social and professional intercourse which was so rarely theirs.
He dwelt on the pharmaceutical and balneological novelties which
Australasia might be able to afford, and on the climatological peculiari-
ties which might not only be of use in the treatment of disease, but
were actually modifying the physical type. " I have," he said,
" measured 300 South Australasian immigrants from the old world ;

they stand 5 ft. 7. il in., and weigh 146.58 lb. I have contrasted with
them 259 South Australians born in this colony; they average
5 ft. 8.21 in., and weigh 146.42 lb. Our native population are there-
fore exactly an inch taller than their forefathers, and within the
fraction of a pound the same weight. What is the significance of
these facts ? That our southern climate, our social circumstances, our
mode of life are altering the physical constitution of the healthy
man, of the growing child, and giving him a taller and more slender
form."

Votes of Thanks.-A vote of thanks to the Governor was proposed
by Dr. STIRLING and seconded by Dr. WILKINSON, M.L.A. (Sydney),
and duly acknowledged. A vote of thanks to the President for his
able address was moved by Archdeacon FARR, and seconded by the
CHIEF JUSTICE.

SECTION OF MEDICINE.
President's Address.-Owing to the illness of Dr. WILLIAMS, his

address on The Advances of Modern Medicine was read by Professor
ALLEN. The chief feature of modern medical work was the attempt
to grasp the natural history of disease. Dr. Williams thought that a
thorough symp Lthy, an active co-operation in inquiry, between phy-
sician and path-logist, which shall lead each to assist, to verify, to
correct the work of the other, were needed. The causes of disease,
the influence of family tendency and of personal surroundings, the
connected history of patients from birth to death, the questions of
idiosyncrasy in treatment, all these formed the domain of inquiry for

the private practitioner. In these matters, too, the country phy-
sician had more accurate and continuous knowledge of his patients;
he dealt with questions in simpler form, and hence his observations
might be most valuable. Without doubt, the present isolated profes-
sional life of the bulk of country practitioners involved a grievous
waste of useful knowledge which should be conserved for the general
good. He expressed approval of the system of collective investi-
gation.

Papers. -During the Congress the following papers were read in this
Section: Fear as a Factor in producing many of the Alarming Sym-
ptoms following the Bite of Australian Snakes, by the Hon. J. M.
CREED, M.L. C. (Sydney) ; Some Remarks upon the South Australian
Climates, and their Influence on Phthisis, by Dr. ASTLES, M.D.
(Adelaide); On Grindelia Robusta, by Dr. Dixom, M. B., Lecturer
on Materia Medica at the Sydney University ; Hydatid Disease of
Brain, J. DAVIES THOMAS, M.D.; Tuberculosis, F. W. ELSNER,
F.R C.S.I.; Hydatid Disease (a case), J. W. SPRINGTHORPE, M.D.;
Anremia, J. REID, M.D.; Epilepsy (cases), J. W. SPRINGTHORPE,
M.D.; Dilatation of Stomach, F. W. ELSNER, F. R. C.S. I.; Some In-
teresting notes on Modification of Symptoms in Central Australia were
laid before the Congress by Mr. J. P. BAKER, F. R. C. S., of Strangways,
South Australia.
New Zealand Thermal WVaters.-A paper oa the Thermal Springs

District of New Zealand and the Government Sanatorium at Rotorua.
was submitted by Dr. GINDERS, of New Zealand. After dilating on
the delightful climate of Rotorua, Dr. Ginders mentioned that the
thermal springs district of New Zealand comprised an area close on
1,000 square miles, and its altitude ranged from 1,000 to 2,000 feet
above sea-level. No spring had obtained a higher reputation than
that known as the Priest's Bath. The character of the water was
sulphurous, aluminous, and strongly acid; and its temperature varied
from 98° to 106'.

SECTION OF SURGERY.
President's Address.-The address to the Surgical Section was de-

livered by Mr. T. N. FITZGERALD. After referring to the extraordi-
nary advances made in medicine within the memory of living men,
he said Australian surgery possessed two peculiar features-first, the
prevalence of hydatid disease; and secondly, the absence of rachitis.
A student might go through the whole of his curriculum without wit-
nessing a genuine case of rickets. Prof. MacEwen, in Glasgow, a town
whose population was not greater than that of Victoria, recorded his
thousandth operation for genu valgum. Mr. Fitzaerald ventured to
say that, if the whole colony was searched, not five cases suitable for
operation would b3 found. The Australian child, even emerging
from the lowest den, was straight-limbed and level-featured. A neg-
lected club-foot might possibly be met with, and occasionally chronic
hip disease was seen ; but rachiis and bone distortions arising from
other causes than fracture were almost unknown.
Papers.-The following papers were among those read in this

Section : Case of Scrofulous Pyeloneyhritis, Removal of Kidney by
Lanaenbeck's Incision, Lumbar Drainage, Recovery, by Dr. H. W.
MANSELL, M.D. T.C.D., Honorary Surgeon of the Dunedin Hos-
pital; Hydronephrosis, Removal of Kidney, Recovery, by Dr. JELL,
Wellington, New Zealand (read by Dr. CLOSS). Demonstration and
illustration, by Dr. MANSELL, on (a) the use of carver's tools in hard
cleft palate ; (b) a demonstration enterectomy ; (c) extroversion of
bladder; (d) removal of foreign body from the bladder by suprapubic
operation ; (e) a method of radical cure of femoral hernia. Extirpa-
tion of Larynx, by Dr. W. GARDNER; A New Method of Drainage
after abdominal Incision, by Mr. O'HARA; Ophthalmic Papers (two),
by Dr. SyMoNs; On Operation in Compound Depressed Fracture of
the Skull, by Mr. MUSKETT.

SECTION OF GYNAECOLOGY.
President's Address.-The address was delivered by Dr. FORMAN, of

New South Wales.
Papers.-The following papers were read: History and Progress

of Ovariotomy in the Australian Colonies, by Dr. PINNOCK, M. B.,
etc. (Ballarat); Odphoritis and its Relation to Oophorectomy, by
Dr. J. 0. CLOSS; On Shortening the Round Ligaments, by J.
FOREMAN, M.R.C.S.; The Alexander-Adanis Operation, by Dr. W.
GARDNER.

SECTION OF STATE MEDICINE.
President's Address.-Dr. WHITTELL referred first of all to the

evidence taken by the Commission appointed by the New South Wales
Government to inquire into the law respecting the practice of medicine,
and surgery in that colony, and the revelations and confessions were
astounding (see JOURNAL, October 8th, p. 795). He then discussed
the means of preventing the importation of infectious diseases. The
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Northern Territory and Queensland, he observed, lay dangerously
near to thickly populated countries which were seldom or never free
from small-pox. The Chinese from those countries kept up a constant
immigration into the northern ports, and it was possible that a patient
might become infected with small-pox in Hong Kong or Sumatra,
might sail to the Northern Territory, land there, mix with the-popu-
lation, and be lost sight of before the outward signs of the disease
became manifest. He said that a station was required at Port Darwin
where the strictest investigation should be made, and where no vessel
should be allowed to pass on until all risk of its bringing infection
should have ceased. He also pointed out that it would not be safe
to trust to inspection alone, but that vaccination ought to be system-
atically performed.

The State, the Practitioner, and the Public.-Dr. STIRLING delivered
an address, in which he stated that though to seme extent the con-
tentions of the profession through the medical associations in Great
Britain and Australia to induce the Legislature to undertake the
control over certain matters in which the medical profession were
peculiarly interested had been carried into effect, there were still
many points on which practitioners had not received the consideration
they deserved. He urged, first, that the State should accord protec-
tion to qualified practitioners only, and should at least discourage, if
it did not entirely prohibit, practice by unqualified persons; secondly,
that the assumption of professional titles and qualifications by persons
possessing none should be punishable; thirdly, that medical certificates
as to the cause of sdeath should be received only from duly qualified
medical men; fourthly, the definition of a qualified practitioner should
be more strict; fifthly, that the authority which determined the issuing
of a certificate of registration as a legally qualified practitioner should
equally have the power of cancelling or suspending them.-Dr.
BfCKLE, in a paper on the Relation of the Profession to the Pnblic,
referred especially to the abuse of clubs.-Dr. ABRAMOWSKi agreed
with Dr. Stirling's suggestions.-Dr. JAMIESON said that a person
desiring to practise in Victoria was obliged to produce satisfactory
credentials of having studied a proper length of time and that he
possessed the necessary qualifications before he was registered.-Thi
Hon. Dr. CREED said that in New South Wales practically no law to
control the practice of medicine existed. Quacks should not be pre-
vented from practising, but people should be informed exactly with
whom they were dealing.

Tests of Vision -Dr. JAMES RUDALL delivered an address on
Government responsibility in regard to sight-testing for land and sea
service, and gave as his conclusions that it was the duty of the
Government to pass laws which could not ba evaded to ensure the
public safety in travelling.
Cremation.-The Hon. Dr. CREED, after referring to the advantages

of cremation, said that he thought the object of the advocates of
cremation would be best carried out by the establishment of
societies for the purpose in all the colonies. The duty of such societies
would be to detect and bring before the public any instances of dancer
to health which had been created by the burial of bodies in unsuitable
cemeteries, to disseminate literature giving information on the subject
amongst the people, to provide in due time fitting apparatus for carry-
ing out the process, to advocate the passing of laws to ensure its
being done without shock to the sensibilities to those persons whose
prejudices prevented their being favourable to it, and to provide regu-
lations which would prevent it in some rare instances being made a
means for the concealment of crime. In this way public thought
would be so educated by example that in a very few years cremation
would become as general and as much desired by the majority as
burial was at present. A danger to health would be removed, and he
thought they would agree with him in believing that refined sentiment
would be better conserved than it was at present.
Entertainments-In the afternoon of the first day (August 30th) the

Mayor of Adelaide entertained the members of the Congress at
luncheon, and in the evening a conversazione was held in the Univer-
sity. On September 2nd (the last day of the Congress) the Presi-
dent and South Australian members entertained the visiting members
and many distinguished guests at a public dinner.

Next Congress.-It was decided that the next Congress be held in
Melbourne in 1890, or at such time as the Medical Societies of Victoria
shall determine.-The Hon. Dr. CREED (Sydney) proposed that Mr.
T. N. Fitzgerald of Melbourne, should be the President-elect of the
Congress, and in doing so paid a tribute to the value of Mr. Fitz-
gerald's work.-Dr. GARDNER (Adelaide), in seconding, said he knew
of no gentleman who was more fitted to hold the position. The motion
was carried with acclamation. -Mr. T. N. FITZGERALD (the President-
elect) briefly thanked the meeting for appointing him to such a

responsible positions which he would undertake with great pleasure.

THE GERMAN SCIENTIFIC AND MEDICAL ASS80-
CIATION, WIESBADEN, SEPTEMBER, 1837.

Isomerism in Chemical Combinations.-Natural Science in Schools.'-
Origin of Species.-Plant-life and Plant-respiration.-Putrefaction
and Infectious Diseases.

THE meeting was opened on September 15th with addresses by Herr
DREYFUS (the President of the Exhibition Committee,and Editor of
the Catalogue), and Professor FRESENIUS. Some highly interesting
addresses were delivered subsequently at the general meetings.

Isomerism in Chemical Combinations.-Professor WISLIcENUs read
a paper on the Development of the Important Theory of Isomerism
in Chemical Combinations, namely, such as possess fundamentally
different properties, according to the manner and number in which
the corresponding atoms are arranged. Lavoisier, Dalton, and
Berzelius were indirectly the originators of this theory; they were

the first to attempt to deduce the properties of all chemical
compounds from the number and kind of their contained elementary
atoms. But they stumbled over parodoxical observations ; for example,
calc-spar and arragonite have the same composition, but are physically
two different sutbstnces. Similarly the cyanuric acid discovered by
Wbhler in 1820 was found to be isomeric with the so-called "ful-
minate" of Liebig, though possessing very different properties. Indeed,
Liebig, together with Berzelius, thought that Wohler must have made
an error in his analysis, but the latter in turn showed cyanuric acid to
be a triatomic combination. Faraday and Berzelius investigated the
isomerism of the tartaric acids. The term "isomeric compounds"
at that time indicated compounds having the same atomic constitution
but possessing different properties, but the size of the atoms forming
the compound was not considered to be a cause of the difference,
though this factor was recognised in -polymeric combinations. Iso.
merism was explained by a different arrangement of the constituent
atoms according to their number and kind. Dumas and Peligot
showed this with methyl and ethyl alcohols, but much was still pro.
blematic. Kolbe's investigations brought out Iresh results, although,
being an enemy to all metaphysical speculation, this observer did not
deduce all that was possible therefrom. During the last twenty.
five years light has been shed on the subject of isomerism-a
subject which has so occupied the chemical world that in
1860 an International Congress met in Carlsruhe to settle
the quantitative significance of the elementary symbols. The
following three subjects, namely, (1) the true atomic weights of
chemical bodies, (2) the fact that the elements in the free condition
unite to form molecules, (3) the doctrine of atomicity, form the tri-
angular foundation-stone of chemical structure. This theory deals
with the attempt to deduce the constitution of a molecule from the
elementary atoms which build it up, and to establish the consequences
of their different arrangements when joined together. The problem.
as regards some combinations, remains still unsolved. The optical
differences, as shown by polarisation planes, of isomeric compounds
were next discussed. The stereometric position of the atoms was thus
seen to vary, these being sometimes closer together, sometimes further
apart ; the consequence of this is a different elasticity of the ether,
with different optical behaviour accordingly. If compounds of iden-
tical composition, with similar spacial atomic groupings, still present
different properties, they must be ascribed to the different positions
of the atoms themselves. In some cases it is possible to establish
experimentally the position of the atoms. The author then gave his
interesting and simple explanation of isomerism, based upon the effects
of atomic affinity. Finally, Professor Wislicenus pointed out that
isomerism constitutes a remarkable proof of the theory of the existence
of atoms, of the atomic structure of the universe.
Natural Science in Schools. -Herr PPmaYER (Wilhelm) read a paper

on Natural Science and Schools. He maintained that (1) the laws of
biology are violated by the forced intellectual development aimaed
at in schools as at present conducted; and (2) that the study of
Latin and Greek is unnecessary and unprofitable, takes the place
of objective and useful studies, for example, the natural sciences,
and is altogether a painful infliction upon the young. The idea
that modern culture rests upon a historic continuity with the
classical ages is based upon a self-deception; that continuity has
been already broken by Luther, by Galileo, by Copernicus (and,
be might have added, by Isaac Newton). "The armies of
Germany, not book-learning, have made her great." (!) Herr
Preyer is on safe ground when he dilates on the injurious effects
of school life in Germany upon the development of the body as

a whole. Its harmonious growth is retarded and deranged by the
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artificial restrictions, the want of exercise, the over-studying (more
than half the students are more or less shortsighted), and various
other injurious influences. We are more fortunate in this respect in
England, at least as regards outdoor exercise and medical supervision,
but the natural sciences are still almost ignored.

Origin of Species.-Professor ViRacow next delivered an address
dealing with the Darwinian theory. Darwin released the world
from Cuvier's dogma of the unalterability of species; the species
as a real object does not exist, only the individual exists.
The individual is made up of organs. Now if the species were
unalterable, then individuals, like the separate parts of a crystal,
Would exactly resemble each other. But no one demands this,
and in fact only tb-e average of the special attributes of various
individuals is required to characterise the species. The individuals
are the more variable, as the number of their organs is greater. The
variability of the individual is the foundation of the variability-of the
species. Virchow is not antagonistic to the theory of Darwin, but
only to the excursive tendency of his disciples, especially as regards
the acquirement and heredity of variations. Referring to the origin
of life, the doctrine that it has always existed on the globe is pro-
nounced false; there was once a time when nothing living existed.
The Bible account of the creation, and the theory of primitive genera-
tion and evolution, were opposed to reach other. The latter was only
a presumption, a claim, of natural science; the sources of such gene-
ration were unknown to us, and Pasteur had refuted the idea that
organic matter could arise from an agitation of inorganic matter.
Dirwin's idea was nevertheless a highly fruitful mental conception, an
ebergetic ferment in the scientific world. Both Haeckel and Vogt had
allowed that life might have originated on the earth in more
ways than one. As regards the origin of man, the first
man could only have existed towards the end of the tertiary
period, or the beginning of the diluvium deposits, for no
remains of man had been found in earlier formations. A few flints,
bearing evidence of being shaped, were all we bad of mat even in the
tertiary series; it was not till the alluvial deposits were reached that
human bones were found, and these were not so numerous as was sup-
posed. The skull from the Neander valley, and the lower jaw from
the Schipka cavern, gave no distinct evidence of a lower grade of
organisation than the present. The (evolutionist) " fanatics" rejoiced
in: being able to assert that these remains indicated a man correspond-
ing to a living Australian native, but the latter, after all, was neither
an ape nor a pro-anthropoidal man. The question of the origin of

man was, in fact, an insoluble problem. In regard to the formation
of the human race, the theologians and the natural science enthusiasts
(1Panatiker) were of one mind; they both presupposed a primitive pair
of individuals.

Plant-life and Plant-respiration.-Professor DETMER, of Jena,
gave an address on Plant-life and Plaut-respiration, and showed that
many vital processes are common to animals and plants, for example,
respiration (intra-molecular), digestion, and even the development
of heat. The professor pleaded earnestly for an extension of natural
science teaching as advocated by Preyer. Such teaching did not have
a materialist tendency, as generally supposed ; on the contrary, it
tended towards the ideal if more weight was laid upon the vast con-
nection subsisting between natural phenomena than upon experimental
details.

Putrefaction and Infectious Diseases.-The address by Dr. F.
Hua'Ppz, of Wiesbaden, was perhaps the most interesting for
the medical world. The title was: On the Relations between
Putrefaction and Infectious Diseases; and the author began by
a pithy and lucid historical sketch, extending from Hippo-
crates (of course) to the present time. In the course of this sketch we
are reminded that Pringle and J. P. Frank in the eighteenth century
eclared that " putrid fevers " were due to putrefactions going on ex-

ternal to the organism, and Pringle recognised a relationship between
epidemics of such fevers and the depth of the water level below the
surface of the ground. Previously to this, if we except Frascatori in
the Middle Ages, scarcely any attention had been directed to external
influences from the time of Hippocrates, and, after him, of Diodorus.
As for putrefaction itself, the idea that this was caused by the growth
of low organisms was never even broached till the present century.
The old view was that the term " life " connoted the absence of putre-
faction, apparently because the healthy body resisted invasion by
pathogenic germs. Against this view Henle strongly set himself,
taking for his basis the investigations of Schwann and Cagniard Latour
as regards inJusoria, and those of Bassi and Audouin on infectious
diseases. In fact, Henle's ideas were very advanced, for he thought
that infective diseases were due to germs starting from without, and
that these germs were due to putrefaction. Further, Henle ventured

to argue that "it depends on special conditions what kinds of infusoria
and plants develop, and the different kinds are not equally inimical
to health." The natural development from this is that the living
tissues resist pathogenic organisms during health, but that if this
resistance be overcome the invading organisms develop, and decom-
position goes on within the body, much as in external putrefaction,
only modified in form and derivation by the tissues, and this con-

clusion has been confirmed by the investigations into the chemistry of
bacteria by Nencki, Gautier, Selmi, and, above all, Brieger. Petten-
kofer made a further step forward, for he divided the still hypothetical
"infectious material" into entogenous and ectogenous. But his con-

ceptions were too absolute. Pettenkofer held that the germs of in.
fectious diseases were discharges from the body in an unfit, ineffective
condition, and that only after a process of ripening outside the body
could they again produce the original disease. We know that the
case is otherwise, that, as a rule, such germs are most effective when
discharged from the body, and that they do not acquire increased
vigour from contact with, mother earth, as certain heroes of old did,
but rather tend to lose vigour and gradually perish. Nevertheless, we
owe Pettenkofer a great debt for;so early recognising that many disease-
organisms do go through certain stages of development outside the body
-in some cases, as in the spore-formation ofanthrax bacilli, only outside
it. Our knowledge now begins to be more precise regarding disease
germs. Pasteur definitely established the fact that putrefaction and
fermentation processes are due to the growth of the respective
organisms. Next, as regards disease, F. Conn put all the disease-
producing organisms in one class apart. Davaine had already shown
that anthrax bacilli were excitants of ordinary septicremia. Koch
taught us the isolation and cultivation of bacteria, and Panum showed
that putrid fluids may act as poisons even when no organisms are

present. By this last step, previous pathological conceptions were

etiologically fixed, and "putrid intoxications" due to poisons elabo-
rated by bacteria, were distinguished from the diseases caused by the
entry and development of the specific bacteria themselves within the
system. It was afterwards shown that the system could be intoxicated
from within by bacteria. To go back for a moment to the beginning
of our own century, Majendie's researches deserve mention here,
because he showed that certain substances were developed in
septicimias (in animals), which, when transferred to other animals,
set up a similar disease. Semmelweiss, "the well-known gifted
founder of aseptic surgery," extended this observation to man,
and by his success in the treatment of puerperal fever was the
first to establish a beneficent prophylactic therapeutical system.
It will be seen that many problems regarding disease-producing or-
ganisms were only rendered possible of solution through the attempts of
Pasteur, Hallier, and Klebs-acting with ideas contrary to those of
Cohn, who placed all such organisms in one class-to cultivate and
separate the different kinds of bacteria, attempts which Koch carried
on to a glorious fruition. It is now known as regards a whole series
of pathogenic bacteria that they possess a saprophytic stage, and that
their " parasitism " in the human body is not at all necessary to their
existence as species, but only accidental, a view which Henle and Patten-
kofer from epidemiological considerations had already strenuously advo-
cated. Suchisthe substanceof thehistorical sketch given inthisremark-
able address, the rest of which deals with recent systems of classifica-
tion of bacteria, and of the diseases arising from them, a large part
being devoted to the various organs of the body, as they are mainly
involved in different diseases, especially cholera nostras, and cholera
Asiatica. As regards this part, we have no space for further represen-
tations of the author's views, but some concluding remarks may be
given as reflecting creditably on hygienic medicine in this country:
"As long as a circulation of material goes on, as long as putrefactive
processes are necessary as affording an intermediate stage between
animal and plant life, so long will micro-organisms exist, adapted for
the destruction of albumen, or by an alteration of the processes, for
albumen putrefaction. And so long as this occurs, organisms will
continue to exist which, owing to this adaptation, are capable of set-
ting up disease in the human body. We can never altogether con.
quer putrefaction-tamen usque recurret. But if-to quote Lord
Palmerston-we regard dirt as only something in the wrong place,
and regard putrefactive processes in our immediate neighbourhood as

in the wrong place, because uncontrollable and dangerous, we are then
able to fight with those processes and their dangers without sacrificing
the necessary processes for the circulation of material, together with
their advantages...... Let these processes go on in the humus of the
garden and the field, the meadow and the forest, where proper adap.
tations for plant lifelexist...... I t dopt the English conception, which
regards cleanliness-not a mere fagade cleanliness, though-as health
itself, and the best means of fighting against infectious diseases."
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CONGRESS OF THE FRENCH ASSOCIATION FOR THE

ADVANCEMENT OF SCIENCE.
AT the Congress of the French Association for the Advancement of
Science, held at Toulouse, a communication from M. Bergeon on " A
Method of Injecting Gases" was read. He stated that he had ad-
ministered to pigeons the same amount of medicated gas he employs
for human injections, without producing symptoms of poisoning. Al.
Bergeon employs a simple apparatus, made under his direction by
M. Vlasto. In order to obtain comparable results, M. Bergeon's
method must be employed strictly in accordanfe with his indications.
MM. ARNOZAN and Punt, (Bordeaux) stated that they had prac-

tised rectal injections in rabbits. On post-mortem examination, the
glycogenic function was found to be arrested in these animals. MM.
Arnozan and F6r6 had used pure sulphuretted hydrogen, instead of a

mixture of sulphuretted hydrogen and carbonic acid employed by
M. Bergeon.

Dr. ANDRII (Toulouse) described a case of Aneurysm of the Aorta,
rapidly cured by iodide of sodium, and of Aneurysmal Diathesis,
which was greatly benefited by the same treatment.
M. DUPLOUY described the case of a naval officer affected with

convulsive twitchings, characterised by involuntary projection of
the arm, with convulsive movements of the muscles of the pharynx,
accompanied by a guttural cry like a bark. The disorder almost dis-
appeared with the advance of age. M. Duplouy considered that it
was a manifestation of hysteria.

Dr. GRASSET, of the Montpellier Medical Faculty, made a com-
munication concerning jerky inspiration, as rhythmic with the heart,
or synchronous with cardiac contractions. The symptom consists of
three jerks on inspiration, which are felt alone the left edge of the
sternum, at the level of the second and third intercostal spaces ; in

home cases the symptom consists of two slight systolic souffles, after
expiration. Dr. Grasset concludes, from his observations, that the
symptom of jerky inspiration is a sign of pulmonary rather than of
cardiac predisposition, and of respiratory weakness. It is not neces-
sarily a sign ot tuberculosis or heart disease.
M. R]lGis described a case of Dupuytren's contraction of the palmar

fascia, which appeared in the course of progressive general paralysis.
M. Regis considers this affection to be the manifestation of a general
arthritic condition.

Dr. MOURE (Bordeaux) stated his opinion that impairment or loss
of voice in acute laryngitis was the consequence of mere muscular
disorder. The thyro-arytenoid and ary-arytenoid muscles were most
frequently affected. Paresis and paralysis of the transverse arytenoid
muscle are the principal causes of hoarseness, cough, and aphonia.

M. GILLET DE GRANDMONT gave the following description of two
new forms of keratitis. Keratitis in dotted furrows (sillons etoilds) is
formed by diminutive sub-epithe-lial, star-shaped ulcerations. The
rays of these ulcerations gradually develop into rectilinear furrows,
forming serpiginous ulcerations, which occasionally produce sphacelus.
Antiseptic treatment should be used. Trabecular keratitis is caused
by the infiltration of the lymphatic cells into the corneal tubes, which
present the appearance of small needles. This keratitis appears when-
ever the lymphatic circulation of the eye is obstructed. The treat-
ment consists in restoring the circulation by syndectomy, or by the
evacuation of the aqueous humour. Trabecular keratitis may be
either primary or secondary; it always follows kerectomy. In this
case the trab culae are parallel with each other, and perpendicular
with the curve of the fragment. They disappear as the wound cica-
trises.

Dr. SrBsER (Nancy) made the following communication on the
Binocular Convergent Function and the Metric Angle. Binocular
vision is only possible where the different retinal images are perceived
simultaneously. For this the two lines of vision must be parallel (in
cases of emnetropia and absence of accommodation), and the distance
between the centre of the pupils at its maximum. When the object
approaches the observer each eye must be optically adapted to the dis-

tance of the object. The two lines of vision must be directed on the
object, in order to fuse the images produced in each eye into one per-
ception. This direction of the lines of vision, which varies according
to the distance between the eye and the object, is termed coan-
vergence ; the relation between the two extreme points (infinity and
the nearest point of distinct binocular vision) is termed the power of
convergeuce. E very line of vision directed to a near point makes a

convergent or metric angle with the line of infinity. This angle is
measured by Landolt's ophthalmo-dynamometer. Emmetropic, my-
opic, or hypermetropic eyes placed in normal-visual conditions, and
directing -their visual rays to a distance of one metre, have a metric
angle which is equal to one ; but the distance which separates the two

rotatory centres of the eyes, which is the basis line, must be mea-
sured. The convergent capacity is proportionate to the degree of
accommodation, excepting in the case of extreme limits. It is greater
in a myopic than in an emmetropic eye; it is weaker in a hyper-
metropic than in a normal eye.
M. Mossi. stated that he had successfully treated several cases of

cholera in the algid period with cold applications, frictions with ice,
doses of iced rum, and subetitaneus injections of ether. -Dr. CuN#uo
(Toulon) stated that he had observed cases of cholera in which traus-
fusion of blood rectored patients who were nearly dying for a time.

Dr., Duixoury.described a case in which cancer seemed to have
been contagious. The patient had cancer of the penis, which: ap.
peared seven or eight months after his wife had been treated for
cancer of the uterus.

Dr. D'ARDENNES described the results of his experiments with the
extract of coca in painful affections of the stomach. He gave, doses
of ten grains in twenty-four hours. In cases in which there was no
anatomical lesion, relief was rapid and complete.-Dr. 'CUNIlo stated
that he had employed hydrochlorate of eucaine, in doses of thirty to
fifty centigrammes, in painful affections of the stomach and irre-
pressible vomitings in pregnancy, with excellent results.,

THE JAMAICA MEDICAL SERVICE.
IN 1868, owing to the proved need of some organised system for pro-
viding medical attendance for the less populous parts of the Island of
Jamaica, a Colonial Medical Service was organised through the exer-.
tions of Sir John Peter Grant. The department, however, offered
so few inducements that the proportion of desirable candidates who
entered or remained in the service was small ; and ia 1871 the service
wat reorganised and' placed under regulations which until recently
have ostensibly governed its connection with the colonial and the
municipal Governments-
The population of the colony is scanty, scattered, and since the

failure of the sugar industry, very poor; betore the establishment of
the service the majority of the medicaln'men in the island practised it
places on the sea coast; in the interior there were estates where there
was no medical practitioner within thirty miles. The c6mmerbiaj
prosperity of the c-olony has' not increased since that time, and the
necessity for a competent medical service has not grown less. The
official paper issued to candidates entering the service, which has
been considered to be the contract between the Government and the
medical officers clearly states (Clause 8) that the salary paid to the
medical officer by Government is to be regarded as a retainer for
professional services to be given as a private practitioner within the
area in which'he resides. The fixed salaries are stated to vary from
£150 to £250 a year (Clause 6); but it i3 added (Clause 7) that " the
value of the private -practice varies from £600 to £150, exclusive of
court and inquest fees and also vaccination fees." The districts into
which the colony is divided for the purposes of medical service vary
in area from 100 to 150 square miles. The medical officers, by the
terms of the original contract, were required to take the medical charge
of the paupers, and of any hospital, almshouse, or prison in their dis-
tricts; to attend upon the constabulary; to exercise a general control
and superintendence over the Government dispensaries of their dis-
tricts; and to advise the'Government and parochial authorities on
questions affecting the public health. All these services were to be
given for the so-called retaining fee. The immediate control of the
medical establishment was committed to the superintending medical
officer. When the service was reorganised in 1871, Dr. Mosse, C.B.,
Deputy Surgeon-General A.M.D., was appointed to this responsible
position. In 1878 it was found desirable to give to candidates for the
service the further inducement of a pension.
From the documents before us it seems to be but too clear that

since then persistent efforts have been made to curtail the independ.
ence and emoluments of the officers of the service ; they have been
made the victims of red-tape and of party politics. Year by year
fresh duties have been thrust upon them. The official report for the
year ending September, 1886, states that forty-two medical men
treated gratuitously 41,908 out-patients, 10,260 patients in various
hospitals, vaccinated 50,000 children, and paid very numerous visits
to lock-ups, prisons, and almshouses. In addition, each medical
officer has to do a large amount of clerical work, an immense number
of probably not very useful returns being demanded from him. In a
paper on the Jamaica Medical Service, read at a meeting of the
Jamaica Branch of the British Medical Association, Dr. R. C. Maun-
sell says,:

"It will be seen 'how much time is absorbed by public duties for
which medical officers are not paid, and that the; subsidy, instead of
being a ' retainer,' is scarcely an equivalent for the constantly in.
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professional work demanded from the department.
But in addition to this, it is sought to throw extra work on us in

nection with the Poor Law of 1886, which requires us to examine

applicants for poor relief. And as these may be situated in any

of a district of more than 150 square miles, the district medical

will have to travel to any place within that area to visit any

be unfit to come to him."
It is also contended that this law places.the district medical

under the control of the Municipal Boards, in violation of the original

contract which gave the superintending medical officer the immediate

control. That this contention is, at any rate to a very important

extent, true, is proved by the provision of the law. Thus Sections

10 and 12 empower the Board of Supervision to summon before

district medical officer, to investigate charges made against him,

report thereon to the governor ; by Section 29, the district

officer is required to make various returns to the Parochial Boards,

and to attend the meetings of each Board when summoned. Another

duty recently imposed on the service has been to grant health certifi-

cates to the Customs Department at out-posts, to enable that depart-

ment to give free bills of health to sea captains going to foreign ports;

probably in no other ports in the world are such certificates

without a fee.
It is greatly to be regretted that no judicial method exists by

the constitutionality of such a law as the Jamaica Poor Law of 1886

can be tested. Such a method does exist in the United States

America, and resort to it is a matter of every-day occurrence ;

instance, the last number of the Medical Record of New York men-

tions incidentally that a law having been passed in New York, making

it a misdemeanour to supply diluted milk to a dairy, its constitution-

ality was immediately tested in the Court of Appeals. The history

the medical profession alone shows that some such right of appeal

a crying want in the British Empire.
The medical profession in Jamaica is about to take the only step

consistent with its dignity and duties by making a strong representa-

tion to the Secretary of State for the Colonies ; and this memorial

likely to receive influential support in this country

A further duty remains for us to discharge, and that is to point out

to the younger members of the profession that the advantages offered

by the medical service of Jamaica have been very materially dimin-

ished: 1, the official business has been largely increased, while the

pay remains unaltered; 2, members of the service entering under

sent conditions will have no right to a pension; 3, district medical

officers will be responsible, not only to the head of their service,

also tothe Parochial Boards, which are elected by, and largely

sist of, persons who have an interest in getting as much gratuitous

work out of the medical officers as possible ; 4, all future members

the service will be compelled to accept the tariff which fixes the fees

be paid, an arrangement which we have already characterised

rogatory to the profession.

WE have received a number of letters on this subject, most

the facts summarised above.

COUNTRY DOCTOR writes:: Your notice of the action of

of this colony in enforcing a compulsory tariff has gladdened

members of the Government Medical Service here.

The Council has instituted a tariff, and it has abolished pension;

but it has gone much further, it has passed and promulgated

Law 6 of 1886, a copy of which I forward with this letter.

with the Government certain duties are defined, and

that the salary of £200 a year is given to induce men to districts,

which, without that subsidy, would be entirely destitute

of 1886 imposes many new duties not mentioned in the

new masters, for it is clear by the terms of the law that

vision,' composed, of course, of laymen, can harass as it

unlucky Government medical officer, and this it has already

most busily.

We, the Government medical officers, are compelled, under

this law, to visit applicants tor poor relief; these applicants may

twenty miles away from the medical man's house, often in

fastnesses. For this journeying the governor has been

be paid at the rate of 9d. per mile, if the case be not a

to thepauper roll. This ruling is so shallow and unjust

idiotic. We are already burdened with the labours of

out number, fortnightly, quarterly, annually. To this

added, the masking out of monthly returns of sick paupers.

Further, you will note the spirit of vicarious charity

law. Any member of a Parochial Board, were he inclined

.he medical man's expense, might, under its provisions,

posting off a dozen miles or so to see a case of sudden or

for this the medical man could claim no recompense.

The medical man's time and talent is placed at the

inspector of the poor, a man whose salary may be
who,

more likely than not, would be glad of the chance of worrying

Lastly, it is well-known that several of the members of the Board of Super-
vision are hostile to the medical men, and will annoy them to the best of their
power.

I ask you, Sir, is it bearable for a body of professional men to find themselves

suddenly, and without warning, placed under new control, in defiance of con-
tract ; under control, moreover, of men whose opinions are known to be against
their comfort and interests? Personally, I have long ago seen that Jamaica
cannot afford me a permanent home. The life, except in the towns, is one of

utter banishment ; my nearest white neighbour lives two and a half miles away.
The great majority of one's patients are negroes. The climate, in many parts,
is intensely malarious. Remittent and intermittent fevers constitute the bulk
of the work ofmost men, and the medical man himself does not escape. Only
those who have endured the racking headache and the intense langour and
prostration which accompany remittent fevers can realise them. In the sea-
board towns yellow fever is always cropping up, although native effort may
attempt to disguise it under specious names. The work is very laborious ;

forty miles in buggy and saddle is no uncommon day's journeying. The roads
are often terribly bad, and bridle mountain tracks dangerous. The sun, drilling
and merciless in its fierce heat; rain, heavy and torrential in the rainy seasons ;

mosquitoes various insect pests, as chigoes, tics, and centipedes. All these
detract from the sweetness of life, and when to them is added Law 6 of 1886, is
it to be wondered at that the worm (Government medical officer), writhing in
his efforts to turn, should seek the aid you are ever ready to lend those who
strive to help themselves?

D. M. 0. writes: In a recent JOURNAL you published a series of resolutions passed
by the Janmaica Branch of the Association dealing with the medical tariff
which the Legislature here has imposed upon all medical officers who now join
the service. Your brief comments thereon were to the point, and possibly it
may further interest your readers to know that one only out of the forty-two
district medical officers in the service consented to adopt the tariff when it
was submitted for their approval.
By giving space to the remarks I now send you, perhaps you will sound

another note of warning to intending candidates for the Jamaica Medical Ser-
vice, and at the same time lend the present district medical officers the helping
hand of your invaluable and influential advocacy in their efforts to seek redress
for the many hardships and injustices under which they suffer.

Our duties, privileges (if any) and the general regulations of the service are
laid down and defined in a form of contract, which washanded to me by the
superintending medical officer on the dayof my appointment, and may be found
in extenso in theHandbookof Jameica, published by authority. Fromn time to
time, and with ever-increasing frequency, the terms of this contract, in the
spirit and in the letter, have been deliberately broken by the Government; ad-
ditional arduous duties and responsibilities, quite distinct from those defined in
the contract, have been mercilessly imposed upon us, and the few privileges the
contract concedes us are being slowly but surely and insidiously removed.
Even under the contract our duties are most unfairly apportioned in respect

of remuneration for them: there are 45 medical districts in the island, and in
these are 18 hospitals, with accommodation in each varying from 22 to 156
beds district medical officers, in sole charge of these institutions, with but in-
different subordinates, and besides their professional care, responsible for
moneys, stores, equipment, etc., with fortnightly, monthly,half-yearly, and
annual returns to prepare, records of every patient dealt with to keep, and a
large amount of official correspondence appertaining thereto, receive exactly
the same salary(£200 per annum, less 4 per cent. deducted as contribution to
a widows and orphans' fund) as medical officers located in districts where at-
tendance upon a few constables and parochial paupers is their only official
duty. Many of the districts, besides hospitals, contain almshouses and prisons,
and for attendance upon the inmates of these also the district medical officer is
responsible, while, of course, the more efficiently and successfully the hospitals
and almehouses are managed, so much the more are they sought after by the
labouring population, and correspondingly more work, asxiety, and responsi-
bility devolve upon the district medical officer. A district medical officer,
once h" is appointed to a fairly healthy district, has little or no propect of pro-
motion (and, consequently, very little stimulus to overexert himself in the
iiterest of the department), the salaries of all being the caine, and the private
practice obtainable not varying very largely in the

perhaps in two or three exceptionally favourable ones, and in the absence from
a district of any private opposition.

Pensions, obtaiiable henceforth only by present officers, after twenty years'
service, may not exceed two-thirds of the salary of £200, and the full amount
of pension, or indeed any pension, will not be claimable right;

be in the discretion of the governor to withhold a pension, or to award a re-
duced pension, if the circumstances of any individual case shall appear to him
to warrant such a course," vide contract.

It is rmnoured that Dr. Mosse, the present superintending medical officer,
who strives to maintain the efficiency and popularity of the service and the
interests of its officers, hut is invariably overruled by the governor and elective
members of the Legislative Council on any question affecting fees,

last, and that on his retirement, within no distant date, the medical officers (in
direct contravention of the fifth paragraph of our contract) 'ill enjoy the un-

enviable and anomalous position of being controlled by the Parochial Boards of
their respective parishes-Boards whose members, with little or no property or
administrative qualifications, are elected triennially by

A serious pecuniary loss is involved to district medical officers by the repeal
of the Immigration Law, while for a number of years to coni medical officers
must treat gratuitously all second-term coolies, those rio

indentured to any one estate, have not yet completed a term of ten years' resi-
dence in the island for professional attendance upon these, as also for the per-
formance of many other services now exacted from us gratuitously, additional
fees were, until quite recently, obtainable, when it was arhitrarily decided in
respect of such services that they form part of the duties

medical officer receives salary-the invariable reply to

protesting against increase of duty without an adequate

tion. By the provisions of a Poor Law, passed in the session of 1886, much
additional labour and travelling are sought to be imposed

medical officers, and will, of course, be compulsory for all future, whilst, by
making us subservient to our respective Parochial

affecting medical poor relief, the thin end of the wedge towards the removal of
our departmental head is insidiously thrust home.

These comprise but a few of our many grievances. We are endeavouring to
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adopt unanimously a line of action which we trust, with your effective co-opera-
tion, may lead to a more equitable adjustment of our duties and remuneration,
as well as to a better and healthier understanding between the executive and
the officers of the department; but pending a settlement of the conditions of
service on a sounder basis, it certainly behoves intending candidates for the
Jamaica medical establishment to think seriously before placing themselves in
the false and insecure position of a district mimedical officer in Jamaica.

JUSTITIA writes: That we should all unite, and do what we can to defend our-
selves against any further impositions, is evidently our duty; and should
occasion arise, I am sure, Sir, we shall receive your assistance. But, in the
meantime, I think our professional brethren in the British Islands should be
made aware, through the medical press, of the arbitrary manner Inl which the
Government deals with us increasing our duties as they have a mind, and
breaking their contract with us without the slightest compunction ; and that
they should be warned against accepting any appointment in Jamaica until
things are placed on a better footing.

CALENDAR OF THE ROYAL COLLEGE OF SURGEONS
OF ENGLAND.

TiS Annual Calendar has just been published by the Council of the
College. From it we ascertain the following facts, namely:

It appears that there are 1,116 Fellows on the roll of the College, of
whom 664 obtained the Fellowship by examination, 8 were elected as
Members of twenty years' standing, under Section 5 of Charter 15,
Viet., and 2 are ad eundem Fellows. There are 17,877 Members and
957 Licentiates in Midwifery. (The examination for this Licence has
been suspended for the last twelve years.) The Licentiates in Dental
Surgery number 617.
Tne Examiners in Elementary Anatomy and Physiology, appointed

in conjunction with the Royal College of Physicians, under the Scheme
for an Examining Board in England, are elected annually. There
have been four examinations during the past year, 685 candidates
presenting themselves in Anatomy and Physiology, of whom 528
passed in both subjects, 87 in Elementary Anatomy, 34 in Elementary
Physiology; 36 candidates were referred in both subjects; 64 candi-
dates presented themselves in Elementary Anatomy, 56 of whom
passed and 8 -a led; 86 presented themselves in Elementary Physio-
logy, of whom 68 passed and 18 failed. The fees received from can.
didstes for this examination amounted to £3,940 18s., the Examiners
rectiving in fees £564 15s. Eight hundred and twenty-eight candi-
dates presented themselves in COlemistry; 540 passed and 288 were
referred; 667 presented themselves in Materia Medica, 405 of whom
passed and 262 were referred. The Examiners in Chemistry and
Materia htedtca are appointed by the Royal College of Physicians.
The Examiners in Anatomy and Physiology appointed in conjunc-

tion with the Royal College of Physicians, under the Scheme for an
Examining Board in England, are elected annually. They have con-
ducted the "Primary" Examination under the old Regulations, as
well as the Second Examination of the Examining Board, and have
held during the year four examinations, at which 937 candidates
presented themselves for examination in Anatomy; 558 passed and
879 were referred; 854 candidates presented themselves in Physiology,
of whom 515 passed and 339 were referred. The fees received for these
examinations from the candidates amounted to £4,713 19s. 6d., the
Examiners receiving in fees £2,064.
The Board of Examiners in Anatomy and Physiology for the diploma

of Fellow consists of nine members annually elected by the Council
from the Fellows of the College, and has held during the past col-
legiate year two examinations; 142 candidates presenting themselves,
of whom 75 passed, and 67 were referred. The fees received from
this exemination amounted to £1,065 15s., the Board receiving in fees
£639.
The Court of Examiners consists of ten members elected by the

Council from the Fellows of the College (all of whom, however, are
members of the Council, except Mir. J. Langton, Mr. T. P. Pick, Mr.
A. G. Howse, and Mr. W. M. Baker). They have conducted the
Third or Final Examination of the Examining Board, as well as the
Pass or Final Examination under the Old Regulations, and the Pass
or Final Examination for the Fellowship. During the year the Court
has held two examinations for the Fellowship and five for the Member-
ship. At the former there were 58 candidates, 31 of whom passed, 18
being referred for one year and 9 for six months. For the Member-
ship there were 1,083 candidates, of whom 267 obtainedtheir diplomas,
and 302 passed in surgery only; 143 were referred for three months,
326 for six months, 23 for nine months, and 22 for one year. The
fees paid by candidates amounted to £12,845 Pa. 6d., the fees paid to
the Uourt of Examiners amounting to £6,329 16L
The Board of Examiners in Dental Surgery has held three meetings

for the examination of 37 candidates, 28 of whom received their
diplomas. The fees paid by them amounted to £294, of which the
Board received £88 4s.

The income of the College from all sources during the pat year
amounted to £25,372 6s. 2dL, derived principally, as already hown,
from fees paid by candidates for the diplomas of the College, namely,
£22,859 17s. Rents from chambers adjoining the College produced
£2,020 4s. 8d.; dividends on stock, £803 10s. 1Od.; from members
of the Council and Court of Examiners on their election, £84 ; elec-
tion to Fellowship, £10 lOs.; sale of stock, £8,617 10s.; from trust
funds, sale of Calendar and Synopsis, etc., £976 13s. 8d.
The expenditure for the year amounted to £33,742 14s. 7d. (leaving

a balance at the banker's of £1,742 14s. 7d.), the largest item being
for the Savoy Estate, £11,852 as. 9d.; the next largest amount
appears in fees paid to examiners, £9,685 i5s. Salaries, wages, and
pensions for officers and servants of the College in the three depart-
ments-Library, Museum, and Office-amounted to £4,585 8s. 4d.
Taxes, rates, diploma stamps, and insurance absorbed the sum of
£1,901 12s. 5d.; half expenses for Examination Hall, £651 2.. 8d.;
under miscellaneous items, extraordinary expense s, alterations, repairs,
fuel and light, printing and stationery, about £4,000 appears to have
been expended.

RANK IN THE ARMY MEDICAL DEPARTMENT.
THE confidential replies furnished to the queries sent out to the
officers of the Army Medical Department are now in course of analysis.
Those medical officers who wish their replies to be included in the
analysis should forward them without delay.

THE HOSPITALS ASSOCIATION.
AT a meeting of the Hospitals Association on Wednesday evening at
the Society of Arts, presided over by Sir ANDREW CLARK, he said
that, unfortunately, the contributions to the great hospitals, and
especially those of London, had been steadily diminishing, and he
could conceive no greater disaster for medical knowledge than the
dwindling away of the contributicns which supported these institu-
tions. The hospitals not only cured the sick, but they collected, dis-
tributed, and confirmed medical knowledge. They discharged duties
by which everyone in the community benefited more or loes, This
Association was necessary, therefore, to make the work of the hospitals
known, not only to the people in London, but to the people in the
country, and provincial associations would be formed to do in the
country what this association was doing in London. He then stated
that another purpose of this Association was to obtain the registration
of nuses, who formed so important a part of hospital administration,
and he insisted that this registration was necessary for the security of
nurses who were of character, competent, and of proved loyalty to
their duty. These attributes, he said, were not secured in all caes
among unregistered nurses, and the ability to discharge the duty of a
nurse could only be established by examination and certification.
Mr. H. C. BURDrTT read a paper on a National Pension Fund for

Nurses and Hospital Officials. He stated that there were some 15,0C0
nurmes in this country, of whom from one-third to one-half were certi-
ficated or hospital-trained nurses, and that, during the last four yeare,some 2,500 hospital officials and nurses had intimated their desire to
join a national pension fund. The general principles on which the
iund was to be established were that it should be so organised as to be
entirely self-supporting, and that the scale of contributions levied on
members should be so constructed as in themselves to provide the
benefits promised and to defray expenses. The recent announcement
that the Queen had decided to devote the Women's Jubilee Offering,
amounting to £75,000, to the benefit of nurses and nursing institu-
tions might have a material influence on the fund, because a con-
tribution of £20,000 would enable an annuity fund to be established
according to law which could grant annuities to any amount, and so
include officials of all ranks in the scheme.-A discussion followed,
which turned principally on the amount of the contributions which
would be necessary, and at the close a resolution was passed referring
the matter to the Council of the Hospitals Association, requesting
them to take measures to carry it into effect.

MEDICAL OFFICERS OF SCHOOLS ASSOCIATION.
A GENERAL meeting of this Association was held in the rooms of the
Medical Society, 11, Chandos Street, on Thursday, October 6th, the
President, Mr. W. S. Savory, F.R.S., in the chair.
Report o/ Council.-The report of the Council stated that Mr.

Charles Paget's paper on School Sanatoria had been printed and dis-
tributed to members, in accordance with a previous resolution of the
Association, and that copies were obtainable from Messrs. Churchill.
The Council still had under its consideration the subject of the con-
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struction and maintenance of school infirmaries and sanatoria, in
conbieftlok with which it hoped to be able to present a 'f16iiuiated
code& 'bf Xggestiont for consideration At a ftute meeting of the

liew :fembers. Dr. Hunter Barron, Medical Officer'' hrist's
College, Finchley and Dr. R. P. Smith, Medical Officer, King
Edwardd's School, and- Assistant Medical Officer, ]hithlebem, were
elected mnembers of the, Association.

School Sanitatiom'.-A discussion on the construction and mainte-
na oteof lhod-sahatoria was theu opened by Dr.SIraLLY, Medical
Offiter 'of Haileybury. It was suggested that the term "Infirm--
ar ;" shlould be used only to designate' the buildipg in which cases of
non-infectious3s illness and'* acidents alone we're received for treatment,
but which in the case of small schools possessing no other a'ccommo-
dation 'for sickness, would include, on the top floor' at least two
rdnis or rards3 (the "infectious," or'better, "isolation" wards) for
the reception of infectious cases, while the word "ranatorium',
should indicate the building reserved for the'reception of infectious
cases onlly, and that these terms should not be used interchangeably.
The advantages of separate sanatorium accommodation for small
schools; the. proportion which, the sanatorium accommodation should
bear to the `size of the school, the accommodation to be provided for
nurses and for school servants, and several points in connection with
the construction and maintenance of such buildinges, were' fully dis.
cussed by the members present, Members who had not, yet received
their copies of Mr. Paget's paper were requested to communicate with.
Dr. Alder Smith, Christ's Hospital, to that effect. '

ASSOCIATION INTELLIGENCE,',i
dOt NC1IL.

NOTICE OF ,MJEETING.
A KiERTING of the Council will be held at the Offices of the Asso-
ciation, No. 429, Strand (corner of Agar Street), London, on Wedines-
day, the 26th day of October next, at 2 o'clock in the afternoon.

FRANCis FoWKFX General Secretary.
September 29th, 1887. ' F , y

;RMA4O MEETINGS- TO BE HELD.
BORDER COUNTeIES BRANCH.-The meeting of. thi Branch, already announced

for September 80th; has been postponed.-H. A. LEDIARD, Honorary Secretary, 41,Lowthe' Street, Carlisle.

STAFFORDSHIRI BRANCHe.-The fourteenth agnal general meeting of this Branch
will be held at the Railway Hotel, Stoke-upon-Tent, on Thursday, October 27th,
1887. An addres will 'be delivered by the Preaidadnt-ele'ct, M-r. W., D). Spanton.-
T. VINCE$T JAcIox, General secretary, Wolverhampton.

WsT. SoaEsOMsw BRANCHr-The auttlimnal meeting of this Branch *f11 be held
at the RailwayjIotel, Taonton, on Thursday, October 27th, at 5 o'clock. Dinner
at half-past five. The subject for, discussion after dinner will be Corqoer's In.
quests, agreeably to a resQlution passed at the annual meeting. Thlie Subcom-,
mittee ofthe Braneh, appylnted tb consider s pamphlet on this subject, which
was,i sqed,Jy the, Manchester Medico-Ethical Association, will present a report.
Members who have Any communication to bring before the meeting will please}
send notice of its title; they will also oblige by itfqrining the Honorary Secre-
taryn before the day' of meeting if they propose being at the dinner.-W. M.
KELLY, M.D., Henorary Seeretary.

0iXFiosD AND DISTRIaTs BRANCO. - The next ordinary meeting will take
ptace on Friday, October A8th, at the Radcliffe Infirmary, at 3.80 P.M. Members-;w};b'wish'to: read papqrs or show cases are requested to send notice of their in-
teitron fo one of the Hohorary Secretaries on or before October 18th. Members
who, wish, to dine aftet Ithe sheeting should send in their names on or before
OqbPr 27th.-W, L. MORGAN andiS. -D.- DARBISHIRE, Honorary Secretaries.

NORTH OF ENGLAND gRANCH.-Tlie first of tIle clinical meetings for the de-
monstration and ditcussion of cases will be held at the Royal Infirmary, New-
caqtle-on-Tyne, on Thiursday, October 20th, at 3 P.M. Members wishing to intro-
dusce. patients are requested to communicate with the Secretary as early as
p6ssible. Arrangements will be niade for the members to dine together at the
Newcastle Exhibition at 6 o'clock.-G. E. WILLIAMSON, Honorary secretary, 22,Eldon Square, Newcastle-on-Tyne.

NORTH OF IRELAND BRANCH.-A general meeting of the Branch will be held
In thi IRyMl 'Hospital, Belfast, on Thursday, October '20th, at 12 o'clock.
Buqafess': the Prdsident (Dr. J. M.' Palmer) will show Two Cases of Empyema
successfully treated by Oper4tion. Dr.. O'Neill will show three patients-who have
been-treatedfor Frapture of the Patella and will explain the method of treatment
adoptedin each case-Dr. J. Campbell hall (Monaghan) will show a specimen of
a Oolapbnnd Comminuted Fracture In the vicinity of the Ankldeqjoint. Professor
SiHelais will read Nooes of; a successful case of Double Ovariotomy, and Will
exhibit the p~tierrt and the Tuamonos. Dr. St. George (Lisburn) will show a case
of Xrtcisld*of thyH~ip. Mr. Johb Fagan will show a patient in whom he ligature4

the femoral artery for Popliteal Aneurysm. Dr. Henry Burden will exhibit, and
give a brief description of, a series of Microscopic Sections of the Spinal Cord from
a case of Myeli'ti§, he will 41io show Sections of an Alveolar Sarcoma of theBreast.
Dr. J. A. Lindsay will read a short paper upon the Therapeutic uses of the English
Spis. Dr. John W. Byers will read a paper on Superinvolution of the Uterus.-
JOHN W. BYxRS, M.D., Secretary, Lower Crescent, Belfast.

METROPOLITAN COUNTIES BRANCH: EAST LONDON AND SoUTH EssEx DISTRICT.
-The inaugural meeting will b6-held on Thursday, October 20th, at the Hackney
Town Hall (three minutes' from Hackney Station, N.L.R., and:London Fields,
G.E.R.), at 8.10 P.M. The chair will be taken by A. Durham, Esq., President of
the Branch. Business: Address by Matthews Duncan, Esq., M.D., F.R.S., on
the Vomiting and Sickness of Pregnancy. Adoption of New Rules. Election of
Vice-President and Representative ordinary Member of Coulncil. Election of Dis.
triet Committee. All medical practitioners will be welcomed.-JOSEPH W. HUNT,
Honorary Secretary, 101, Queen's Road, Dalston.

SOUTHERN BRANCH: SOUTH WILTS DISTRcT.-The next Ordinary meeting will
be held on October 19th, at the Angel Hotel, Salisbury, at 2 o'clock. Papers will
be read by Mr. Tayler, Mr. Straton, Mr. Let, and Mr. Kelland. Luncheon at
1 o'clock at 3s. Gd. a head. Members wishing to attend, or to join the District,
to communicate with the Honorary Secretary, HI. J. MANNING, Laverstock,
Salitbury.

T, autumnal SOUTH MIDLAND BRANCH.
.THi mutumnalnmeeting was held at the Wheatsheaf Hotel, Daventry,
on Friday, October 7th, 1887. Nineteen members and one visitor
were present, and-sat down to luncheon in the hotel previous to the
meeting.I
New Afembers.-Mr. Montague -G. Robinson, Daventry, and Mr.

John Marriott, Northampton, were elected members of the Association
and Branch.

Papers and Cases. -Mr. THOMPSON FOusTmR relateda successful case
of Caesarean Section, Mr. W. H. BULL made some remarks on scarlet
fever cases, drawing special attention to the question of a second
attack within a- short period. Interesting discussions followed the
reading of both these papers. Mr. W. KENNEDY read a case of
threatened Eclampsia; and Mr.- GEORGE HARDAY, a case of Pericarditis
in a child. Other papers were deferred -owing to want of time.

- The members and visitors afterwards adjourned to the house of Mr.
Thompson Forster, and partook of tea and coffee.

SOUTH.EASTERN BRANCH: EAST KENT DISTRICT.
THE autumn meeting bf the above District was held at Ramsgate,
on Thursday, September 29th. Mr. ROBERT HICKS occupied the
chair.

Tubercular kteninyitis. -The CHAIRMAN read notes of an inte-
resting case of rapid death from tubercular meningitis in a girl of 15.

Hcemoptysis.-Drn GOGARTY gave a paper on some cases of hiemo-
ptysis, in which he said, after making all due allowance for spurious
cases, for exaggerations, and for deception (of which a case was- given),
there stillremained a certain number of cases of htenoptysis which
ultimately entirely recovered.-Mr. HICKs, Dr. TYSON, Dr. -F.
iEASTES, Mr. MAYHEW, Mr. RAVEN, and Mr. SYMONDS spoke in
the subsequent discussion.

Plaster. of-Paris in the- Treatment of Fractures.-Mr. CHARTERS SY-
MONDS read notes on the treitknelst of simple and compound fractures
by plaster-of-Paris splints, which was accompanied by a demonstration
of the method.
The members afterwards dined together at the Granville Hotel.

SOUTHERN BRANCH: SOUTH WILTS DISTRICT.
THE annual-meeting of the South Wilts District took place on Jtl'
21st at Sheerwater Lake, Warminster, by permission of the Marquis
of Bath. The members and a number of friends were hospitably en-
tertained by the President, Mr. Hinton, and a very pleasant day was
spent.

Officers for the coming year were elected as follows :-President:
'Dr. Gordon. Vice-President: Mr. Shorland. Committee: Mr. Relp
land, Mr. Lee, Mr. Straton.' Honorary Secretary and Treasurer: Mr.
Manning.

READING BRANCH.
T=r.annual meeting of the Reading Branch was: held in the Library
of the Royal Berkshire Hospital on Wednesday, October 5th, 1887+

Eloation of Ofticer. -The following officers wereohosen :-President:
Dr. Cl. H. Tench.. President-elect: Mr. W. B. Holderneas (Windsor).
Council; The President, the President-elect, ttnd Drs. Shettle and
H, F.,.; Banham; Messrs. Harrison, Walford, Young, Maurice,
Royds, and the Honorary -Sacretary. Representative of Branch on
Council of the Association: Dr. John McIntyre (Odiham). Repre-
senttative on the Parliamentary Bills Committee: Dr. H. H. Phillips.
Honorary Secretary and Treasurer.: Dr. H.. H. Phillips (vice Dr.
Shettle, resigned).


